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Leviticus 23:1 The LORD spoke again to Moses, saying

= Leviticus 23 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Leviticus 23 begins with instruction on the appointed times (Lev 23:2) and closes in a similar fashion (Lev 23:44).

Bush - The present chapter partakes in great measure of the character of the nineteenth, containing a republication of certain laws.
The inspired historian having previously given full details of the statutes relative to holy persons, holy things, and holy places, now
enters upon the consideration of holy times. The laws relative to the annual fast, the feast of trumpets, and the three great annual
festivals, are here all brought together in one view, in their chronological order, along with the law of the Sabbath; and additions to
the ceremonies, as before prescribed, are interspersed. These festivals constituted a very peculiar feature of the Hebrew polity.



Their influence, involving as they did the meeting of the mass of the male population in one place three times every year, cannot be
too highly estimated. The journey itself, taking place at the finest season of the year, would naturally be deemed rather a recreative
excursion than a hardship, in a country so small as that which the Hebrews were destined to occupy. One grand design of these re-
unions appears to have been to counteract the dividing tendency of the separation into clans or tribes. By being thus brought into
contact on an equal footing, they were reminded of their common origin, and of their common objects. The fact was brought home
vividly to their thoughts that they were the sons of the same father, worshippers of the same God, and heirs of the same promises.
The beginnings also of idolatry were likely to be checked by the frequent renewal of these acts of worship and homage. Persons of
distant towns and different tribes met together on terms of brotherhood and fellowship; and old relations were renewed, and new
ones formed.

Several sections are devoted by Michaelis to the statement of the political and other advantages resulting from these festivals.
Among other considerations, he observes, that if any of the tribes happened to be jealous of each other, or, as was sometimes the
case, involved in civil war, still their meeting together in one place for the purposes of religion and sociality, had a tendency to
prevent their being completely alienated, and forming themselves into two or more unconnected states; and even though this had at
any time happened, it gave them an opportunity of again cementing their differences, and re-uniting. This is so correctly true, that the
separation of the ten tribes from the tribe of Judah, under Rehoboam and Jeroboam, could never have been permanent, had not the
latter abrogated one part of the Law of Moses relative to festivals.

Another effect of these meetings regarded the internal commerce of the Israelites. From the annual conventions of the whole people
of any country for religions purposes, there generally arise, without any direct intention on their part, annual fairs, and internal
commerce. Such festivals have always been attended with this effect. The famous old fair near Hebron arose from the congregation
of pilgrims to the terebinth-tree of Abraham. The yearly fairs among the Germans had a similar origin. Among the Mohammedans
similar festivals have always had the same results. Witness the annual pilgrimage to Mecca, which, in spite of many adverse
circumstances, has given birth to one of the greatest markets in the world. Now the very same effects and to a still higher degree,
must, even without any intention on the part of the legislator, have resulted from the high festivals of the Hebrews, to which the
whole people were bound to assemble; and more particularly as far as regards internal trade. Let us only figure to ourselves what
would necessarily follow from such festivals being established. Every man would bring along with him every portable article which he
could spare, and which he wished to turn into money; and as several individuals would go from the same place, they would contrive
various expedients to render their goods portable; and this would be the more readily suggested by the habit of taking things, some
of them needing carriage, to Jerusalem, as dues and offerings. Nor are means of conveyance expensive in the East, as they consist
not, as with us, of wagons and horses, but of asses and camels—beasts which are highly serviceable in promoting the internal traffic
of Syria and Arabia. There could never be any want of buyers, where the whole people were convened; and the wholesale
merchants would soon find it for their advantage to attend, and purchase the commodities offered for sale by private individuals,
especially manufactured goods. Whoever wished to purchase any particular articles would await the festivals in order to have a
choice; and this, too, would lead great merchants to attend with all manner of goods for sale, for which they could hope to find
purchasers. However, therefore, Moses may have desired to discourage the Israelites from engaging in foreign commerce, his
measures were, in this instance at least, and whether intended or not, highly favorable to the internal intercourse and traffic of the
country.

For a more extended view of the happy effects, political, social, and economical, of these festivals, see Michaelis’ Comment, on
Laws of Moses, vol. Il §197—-201.

This introductory "formula” is found some 30 times in the book of Leviticus.

Lev 4:1; 5:14; 6:1, 8, 19, 24; 7:22, 28; 8:1; 11:1, 12:1; 13:1; 14:1; 16:1; 17:1; 18:1; 19:1; 20:1; 21:16; 22:1, 17,
26; 23:1, 23:9, 23, 26, 33; 24:1, 13; 27:1

Key Words in this chapter - Leviticus 23
Appointed times - Lev 23:2, Lev 23:4, 23:37, 44

Holy convocations - 11x in 11v - Lev 23:2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 21, 24, 27, 35, 36, 37 Note: This phrase occurs six
times in Nu 28-29, twice in Ex. 12:16, and nowhere else)

Work - 11x/10v - Lev 23:3, 7, 8, 21, 25, 28, 30, 31, 35, 36
Laborious - 6x/6v - Lev 23:7, 8, 21, 25, 35, 36
Rest - 4x/4v - Lev 23:3, Lev 24:24, Lev 23:32, Lev 23:39

Perpetual statute - 4x/4v - Lev 23:14, 21, 31, 41 - This phrase only occurs 15x/15v in the Bible. The other 11
uses of perpetual statue - Ex 27:21, Ex 29:9, Ex 30:21, Lev 3:17, Lev 10:9, Lev 24:3, Nu 10:8, Nu 15:15, Nu



18:23, Nu 19:10, Nu 19:21

Dwelling places - Lev 23:14, 17, 21, 31 - This phrase signifies the feasts are to take place in the homes and
not just in the sanctuary.

Leviticus 23:2 "Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, 'The LORD'S appointed times which you shall proclaim as holy
convocations--My appointed times are these:

« Lev 23:4,37 Ex 23:14-17 Isa 1:13,14 33:20 La 1:4 Ho 2:11 Na 1:15 John 5:1 Col 2:16-17
= proclaim: Ex 32:5 Nu 10:2,3,10 2Ki 10:20 2Chr 30:5 Ps 81:3 Joe 1:14 2:15 Jonah 3:5-9
= Leviticus 23 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

KJV - Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, Concerning the feasts (moed) of the LORD, which
ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, even these are my feasts (moed).

Calendar of Jewish Feasts

THE LORD'S APPOINTED TIMES
(Source: Rose Guide to the Tabernacle
Excellent Teaching Resource)

THE LORD'S
APPOINTED TIMES

Israel was unique in that her holy celebrations were divinely established by God Himself. They were practical in nature, in that they
brought the Israelites together for rest, worship, praise, and thanksgiving; and prophetic in nature, in that they were a "shadow" (Col.
2:17) of God's divine plan of redemption.

The LORD's appointed times - Don't miss this point - these festival times were God's idea, God's agenda, His "appointment
calendar" so to speak. He is explicitly describing how He is to be worshiped in these festivals, all of which were practical in nature, in
that they brought the Israelites together for rest, worship, praise, and thanksgiving; and prophetic in nature, in that they were a
"shadow" (Col 2:17) of God's divine plan of redemption. They all pointed a "divine finger" to the Messiah, the Christ, the Holy One of
Israel!

THOUGHT - While there are appointed times, the time is always appropriate for offerings to God. The writer of
Hebrews says "Through Him (JESUS) then, let us continually (THE "APPOINTED" TIME!) offer up a sacrifice
of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. 16 And do not neglect doing good and
sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased." (Hebrews 13:15-16+)

The KJV has "the feasts" and is probably more accurate translation than NAS as the Lxx hasheorte which means feast, festival,
holy day (Jn 5:1; Acts 18:21; Col 2:16)

Bush - Concerning the feasts of the Lord (Lev 23:2KJV). Heb. nin' Tyim moédé Yehovah, (as to) the feasts of Jehovah. The
original word Tyin moéd, from Ty' yaad, to fix by appointment, literally implies merely a set time (ED: THUS NAS = "appointed
times"), a stated season, for any purpose whatever, but is applied here and often elsewhere to the solemn feasts of the Israelites,
which were appointed by God, and fixed to certain seasons of the year. It is sometimes rendered in the Gr. by eopTn, a feast, and
sometimes by mavnyupig, a general assembly, of which the former occurs, Col. 2:16, ‘Let no man judge you in meat, or in drink, or
in respect of an holy day (eopTn), or of the new moon, or of the sabbath-days;" and the other Heb. 12:23, ‘But ye are come—to the
general assembly (mavnyupig) and church of the first-born.” Perhaps a more suitable rendering of the term would be ‘solemnities.’

which you shall proclaim as holy convocations-- "The Hebrew may be rendered more literally, ‘which ye shall call (as) callings of
holiness;” i. e. assemblages of the people which should be convened for holy or sacred purposes at set times by public
proclamation, and generally by the sound of a trumpet, Num. 10:8—10." (Bush)

Click for more discussion of Holy Convocation below

My appointed times are these - "Or, my assemblies, appointed in honor of my name, and to be observed in obedience to my
command; viz. the sabbath, the passover, pentecost, the beginning of the new year, the day of atonement, and the feast of
tabernacles; all which are embraced under the general name Tyin moéd, and none besides." (Bush)

Matthew Henry makes the point that the appointed times or feasts were...

1. Many and returned frequently, which was intended to preserve in them a deep sense of God and religion,


https://www.amazon.com/Tabernacle-Plastic-Overlays-Reproducible-Charts/dp/1596362766

and to prevent their inclining to the superstitions of the heathen. God kept them fully employed in his service,
that they might not have time to hearken to the temptations of the idolatrous neighborhood they lived in.

2. They were most of them times of joy and rejoicing. The weekly sabbath is so, and all their yearly
solemnities, except the day of atonement.

Seven days were days of strict rest andholy convocations; the first day and the seventh of thefeast of
unleavened bread, the day of Pentecost, the day of the feast of trumpets, the first day and the eighth of the
feast of tabernacles, and the day of atonement: here were six for holy joy and one only for holy mourning.

Appointed times (04150) (moed from the verb ya'ad meaning to appoint or fix) can refer to either a time or
place of meeting (eg, in "tent of meeting" the word for "meeting" in Lev 1:1 is moed). Appointed sign,
appointed time, appointed season, place of assembly, set feast. An appointed meeting time in general (Gen.
18:14; Ex. 13:10). Moed often designates a determined time or place without any regard for the purpose.
Since the Jewish festivals occurred at regular intervals, this word becomes closely identified with them. Thus
moed is a common term for the worshiping assembly of God's people. A specific appointed time, usually for a
sacred feast or festival (Hos. 9:5; 12:9).

Moed as in the present context is used of those places where God’s people were to focus on God and their
relationship with Him, which would include: the tent of meeting (Ex. 33:7); the Temple (Lam. 2:6); the
synagogues (Ps. 74:8).

Note how the NAS translates moed as referring to time or place - appointed(3), appointed feast(3),
appointed feasts(11), appointed festival(2), appointed meeting place(1), appointed place(1), appointed sign(1),
appointed time(21), appointed times(8), appointment(1), assembly(2), definite time(1), feasts(2), festal
assemblies(1), fixed festivals(3), meeting(147), meeting place(1), meeting places(1), season(4), seasons(3),
set time(1), time(3), times(1), times appointed(1).

Moed - 213x in NAS - Note that most of the uses of Moed (about 137 verses) are in the phrase ‘tent of
meeting" ('ohel moed = the tented part of the tabernacle which God had appointed as the place to meet His
people) -

Ge 1:14; 17:21; 18:14; 21:2; Ex 9:5; 13:10; 23:15; 27:21; 28:43; 29:4, 10f, 30, 32, 42, 44; 30:16, 18, 20, 26, 36; 31:7; 33:7; 34:18; 35:21; 38:8, 30; 39:32, 40;
40:2, 6f, 12, 22, 24, 26, 29f, 32, 34f; Lev 1:1, 3, 5; 3:2, 8, 13; 4:41, 7, 14, 16, 18; 6:16, 26, 30; 8:3f, 31, 33, 35; 9:5, 23; 10:7, 9; 12:6; 14:11, 23; 15:14, 29; 16:7,
16f, 20, 23, 33; 17:4ff, 9; 19:21; 23:2, 4, 37, 44; 24:3; Num 1:1; 2:2, 17; 3:71, 25, 38; 4:3f, 15, 23, 25, 28, 30f, 33, 35, 37, 39, 41, 43, 47; 6:10, 13, 18; 7:5, 89; 8:9,
15,19, 22, 24, 26; 9:2f, 7, 13; 10:3, 10; 11:16; 12:4; 14:10; 15:3; 16:2, 18f, 42f, 50; 17:4; 18:4, 6, 211f, 31; 19:4; 20:6; 25:6; 27:2; 28:2; 29:39; 31:54; Deut 16:6;
31:10, 14; Josh 8:14; 18:1; 19:51; Jdg 20:38; 1 Sam 2:22; 9:24; 13:8, 11; 20:35; 2 Sam 20:5; 24:15; 1Kgs 8:4; 2Kgs 4:16f; 1Chr 6:32; 9:21; 23:31f; 2Chr 1:3,
6, 13; 2:4; 5:5; 8:13; 30:22; 31:3; Ezra 3:5; Neh 10:33; Job 30:23; Ps 74:4, 8; 75:2; 102:13; 104:19; Isa 1:14; 14:13; 33:20; Jer 8:7; 46:17; Lam 1:4, 15; 2:6f,
22; Ezek 36:38; 44:24; 45:17; 46:9, 11; Dan 8:19; 11:27, 29, 35; 12:7; Hos 2:9, 11; 9:5; 12:9; Hab 2:3; Zeph 3:18; Zech 8:19

Vine on moed (Tvin) - “appointed place of meeting; meeting.” Moed keeps its basic meaning of “appointed,”

but varies as to what is agreed upon or appointed according to the context: the time, the place, or the meeting

itself. The usage of the verb in Amos 3:3 is illuminating: “Can two walk together, except they be agreed?”

Whether they have agreed on a time or a place of meeting, or on the meeting itself, is ambiguous.

The meaning of moed is fixed within the context of Israel’s religion First, the festivals came to be known
as the “appointed times” or the set feasts. These festivals were clearly prescribed in the Pentateuch. The word
refers to any “festival” or “pilgrimage festival,” such as Passover (Lev. 23:15ff.), the feast of first fruits (Lev.
23:15ff.), the feast of tabernacles (Lev. 23:33ff.), or the Day of Atonement (Lev. 23:27). God condemned the
people for observing the moed ritualistically: (read Isa. 1:14-note). The word moed also signifies a “fixed
place.” This usage is not frequent: (see Isa. 14:13, Job 30:23).

In both meanings of moed—*“fixed time” and “fixed place”—a common denominator is the “meeting”
of two or more parties at a certain place and time—hence the usage of moed as “meeting.” However, in
view of the similarity in meaning between “appointed place” or “appointed time” and “meeting,” translators
have a real difficulty in giving a proper translation in each context. For instance, “He hath called an assembly
[moed] against me” (Lam. 1:15) could be read: “He has called an appointed time against me” (nasb) or “He
summoned an army against me” (niv).

The phrase, “tabernacle of the congregation,” is a translation of the Hebrew ohel moed (“tent of meeting”).
The phrase occurs 139 times. It signifies that the Lord has an “appointed place” by which His presence is
represented and through which Israel was assured that their God was with them. The fact that the tent was
called the “tent of meeting” signifies that Israel's God was among His people and that He was to be
approached at a certain time and place that were “fixed” (yaad) in the Pentateuch. In the kjv, this phrase is
translated as “tabernacle of the congregation” (Ex 28:43) because translators realized that the noun edah


http://studylight.org/lex/heb/view.cgi?number=04150

(“congregation”) is derived from the same root as moed The translators of the Septuagint had a similar
difficulty. They noticed the relation of moed to the root ud (“to testify”) and translated the phrase ohel hamoed
as “tabernacle of the testimony.” This phrase was picked up by the New Testament in Rev. 15:5. Of the three
meanings, the appointed “time” is most basic. The phrase “tent of meeting” lays stress on the “place of
meeting.” The “meeting” itself is generally associated with “time” or “place.” The Septuagint has the following
translations of moed: kairos (time), heorte (“feast; festival’). The English translators give these senses:
“congregation” (kjv, rsv, nasb, niv); “appointed time” (nasb); “appointed feast” (rsv, nasb); “set time” (rsv, nasb,

niv). (Vine's Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words)

Convocation (04744)(miqgra’ from the verb gara’ meaning to call out loudly, to summon to a specific task) is a
call, a summons, an assembly of persons "convoked" (called together), a collected body of people called
together for a "religious" purpose, such as a public worship service. In Neh 8:8 miqra' refers to a public
reading from the Scripture. In Nu 10:2 miqra' referred to the action of publicly calling with the goal being to
bring the community together. Here the Sabbath is referred to as a "convocation.”

Click for more discussion of Holy Convocation below

Miqra' - 22x in NAS - Ex 12:16; Lev 23:2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 21, 24, 27, 35, 36, 37; Nu 10:2; 28:18, 25, 26; 29:1,
7,12; Neh 8:8; Isa 1:13; 4:5.

NAS renders migra' - assemblies(2), assembly(2), convocation(14), convocations(3), reading(1),
summoning(1).

These holy convocations degenerated over time into unholy convocations that were even detestable to
Jehovah...

Isaiah 1:13 Bring your worthless offerings no longer, Incense is an abomination (toebah-word study) to
Me. New moon and sabbath, the calling of assemblies-- | cannot endure iniquity and the solemn
assembly.

Summary of The Seven Feasts (Source: The Fall Feasts)

THREE MANDATORY
FEASTS

Jehovah specified 3 annual feasts for which attendance by Jewish males was mandatory:

1. Passover (Pesach)/Unleavened Bread (Chag HaMatzot) - SPRING
2. Pentecost (Shauvot) - SPRING
3. Tabernacles/Booths (Sukkot) - FALL

Exodus 23:14+ “Three times a year you shall celebrate a feast to Me. 15 “You shall observe the Feast of
Unleavened Bread; (Luke writes "Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was
approaching." Lk 22:1+) for seven days you are to eat unleavened bread, as | commanded you, at the
appointed time in the month Abib, for in it you came out of Egypt. And none shall appear before Me empty-
handed. 16 “Also you shall observe the Feast of the Harvest (Pentecost) of the first fruits of your labors from
what you sow in the field; also the Feast of the Ingathering at the end of the year when you gather in the fruit
of your labors from the field. 17 “Three times a year all your males shall appear before the Lord GOD.

Freeman - It is curious to notice how, at a time considerably later than the origin of these public festivals,
the exact day of their occurrence was made known. In these days of almanacs and of exact astronomical
calculations, we can hardly appreciate the difficulties they encountered in finding the right time. The first
appearance of the new moon was the starting-point. To ascertain this the Sanhedrin took the
deposition of two impartial witnesses as to the time they had seen it. They next spread the intelligence
through the country by means of beacons. A person with a bundle of brushwood or straw went, to the top
of Mount Olivet, where he kindled his torch and waved it back and forth till he was answered by fires of a
similar nature from the surrounding hills. From these, in like manner, the intelligence was spread to others
until the whole land was notified. After a time the Samaritans imitated the signs, thus making great
confusion. This made it necessary to send messengers all over the country. These, however, did not go
abroad at every new moon, but only seven times during the year. In this way the time for these three great
feasts Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles as well as for other important occasions, was published to
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the people. See citation from Maimonides in BROWN S Antiquities of the Jews, vol. i, p. 424. These three
festivals were preceded by a season of preparation, called peres, which lasted fifteen days. During this
time each person was expected to meditate on the solemnity of the feast, and to undergo whatever legal
purifications might be necessary. This is referred to in John 11:55 ( Now the Passover of the Jews was at
hand, and many went up to Jerusalem out of the country before the Passover, to purify themselves.).
Roads, bridges, streets, and public water-tanks were repaired for the convenience of travelers. All the
males of Israel were expected to attend, excepting the aged, the infirm, and infants who could not
walk alone. They were commanded to bring offerings with them. Manners and Customs 1875)

Scofield - The feasts of the LORD. These were seven great religious festivals which were to be observed by Israel every year. The
first three verses of this chapter do not relate to the feasts, but separate the Sabbath from the feasts. Israel's religious calendar
began in Nisan (in the spring); their civil year, in Tishri (in the autumn). The seven festivals of the Hebrews were included within the
first seven months of the religious calendar: the first three feasts (Passover, Unleavened Bread, and Firstfruits) took place in the first
month, Nisan; the last three (Trumpets, Day of Atonement, and Tabernacles), in the seventh month, Tishri. Between the first and last
three was the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) which followed fifty days after the offering of the firstfruits.

VIDEOS RELATED TO THE FEASTS:

= Jesus in the Feasts of Israel - Day of Discovery

= Jesus in the Feasts of Israel - PASSOVER - Day of Discovery

= Jesus in the Feasts of Israel - FEAST OF WEEKS - Day of Discovery
= Jesus in the Feasts of Israel - FEAST OF WEEKS - Day of Discovery

G Campbell Morgan - The set feasts of the Lord. Lev. 23.2

This is a wonderful chapter, as it shows how the whole year, that is, the passing of time, was for this people marked by great
religious festivals, which were at once national signs and symbols of the relation of the people to God, and means of keeping ever
before them the real secrets of strength. Eight set feasts are named. The first was the Sabbath. It was to be a perpetually recurring
feast every seventh day, thus persistently reminding them of these relationships between God and the national life. Then seven
were established which created the calendar. First came Passover, which merged into Unleavened Bread. With these the year
commenced, reminding them of their redemption from slavery and their separation to God. Then came the Feast of First-fruits, and
seven weeks later the Feast of Pentecost, reminding them of their dependence upon God for sustenance, and of their responsibility
to Him for the culture of the land. The seventh month was most sacred of all, for therein three connected Feasts were observed,
those of Trumpets, of Atonement, of Tabernacles. The Trumpets called them to cease from servile work in order to worship.
Atonement reminded them of the way of access to God by sacrifices and the putting away of sin. Tabernacles was the feast of joy in
which they remembered their deliverance, His guidance of them, and His law for them. Thus by these set feasts the year was made
sacred, and their symbolism emphasized the sanctity of the secular in the Kingdom of God

QUESTION - What are the Lord’s appointed times (Leviticus 23)?

ANSWER - In Leviticus 23:1-2, the Lord told Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and tell them: These are my appointed times, the times
of the LORD that you will proclaim as sacred assemblies” (CSB). “Appointed times” were the holy days, feasts, and festivals that God
required the people of Israel to set aside as consecrated to the Lord and to observe faithfully throughout the year.

Part of ancient Israel’s commitment to worship and holy living involved the proper observance of sacred days and annual religious
gatherings. The appointed times corresponded with the Jewish calendar and were tied to lunar and solar cycles.

The Lord called these solemn observances “my appointed times,” indicating that the focus of the gatherings would be on Him. They
included the weekly Sabbath and the monthly new moon festival. The annual spring festivals were the Lord’s Passover and Feast of
Unleavened Bread, Feast of Firstfruits, and the Feast of Weeks, which was called Pentecost in the New Testament. The fall festivals
consisted of the Feast of Trumpets or New Year’'s Day, the Day of Atonement or Yom Kippur, and the Feast of Tabernacles or
Booths.

The Sabbath (Leviticus 23:3) was an important religious celebration for the Hebrews because it was observed every week as a sign
of Israel’s covenant relationship with God (Exodus 31:12—17). On the Sabbath, the Israelites were forbidden to do any work at all,
whether plowing or reaping (Exodus 34:21), baking or food preparation (Exodus 16:23), lighting a fire (Exodus 35:3), or gathering
wood (Numbers 15:32-36). Sabbath comes from a Hebrew word that means “to rest, to cease from labor.” The Sabbath
remembered God’s rest on the seventh day following the six days of creation (Exodus 20:11) as well as God’s deliverance from
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slavery in Egypt (Deuteronomy 5:15).

The new moon observance marked the first day of every new month. During the new moon festivals, several different sacrifices
were offered (Numbers 28:11-15), trumpets were blown (Numbers 10:10), all labor and trade were suspended (Nehemiah 10:31),
and feasts were enjoyed (1 Samuel 20:5).

The appointed time of the Passover (Leviticus 23:4-5) was at the beginning of the bright season of the year when the moon was full
in the first month of spring. The name Passover originates from the Hebrew term pesach, meaning “to leave or spare by passing
over.” This great festival commemorated Israel’'s salvation and deliverance from Egypt. Along with the Feast of Weeks and
Tabernacles, it was one of three annual pilgrimage festivals (Deuteronomy 16:16) in which all Jewish males were required to travel
to Jerusalem to worship.

The seven-day Feast of Unleavened Bread (Leviticus 23:6—8) immediately followed Passover and was always celebrated as an
extension of the Passover feast. During this week, the lIsraelites ate only unleavened bread to commemorate Israel’s hurried
departure from Egypt. On the second day, Israel incorporated the Feast of Firstfruits (Leviticus 23:9-14) when the priest presented
the first sheaves of grain from the spring harvest as a wave offering to the Lord. The Jews could not partake of their crops until the
first fruits had been given. This act symbolized that the first and the best of everything belongs to God and that Israel would put the
Lord first in every part of life. It was also an expression of thanksgiving for God’s gift of the harvest and for supplying their daily
bread.

The next appointed time on the Jewish calendar was the Feast of Weeks (Leviticus 15—22; Deuteronomy 16:9—10), which fell in
late spring, on the fiftieth day (or a full seven weeks) after the Feast of Firstfruits. In the New Testament, this commemoration is
called “Pentecost” (Acts 2:1), from the Greek word meaning “fifty.” As one of the harvest feasts, the Feast of Weeks involved offering
the first loaves of bread made from the wheat harvest to the Lord. On this day, the Israelites also read from the book of Ruth and the
Psalms.

The Feast of Trumpets (Leviticus 23:23-25; Numbers 29:1-6) or Rosh Hashanah (New Year’'s Day), which was observed in the
fall, marked the start of a new agricultural and civil year in Israel. This appointed time was announced with the blast of trumpets,
commencing ten days of solemn dedication and repentance before the Lord.

The Day of Atonement (Leviticus 23:26-32; Numbers 29:7—11) or Yom Kippur was the highest and holiest day of the Lord’s
appointed times, falling ten days after the Feast of Trumpets. This day called for solemn fasting, deep repentance, and sacrifice.
Only on this day, once a year, could the high priest enter the holy of holies in the tabernacle or temple and make an atoning blood
sacrifice for the sins of all the people of Israel. As a complete Sabbath, no work was done on the Day of Atonement.

Five days later, Israel celebrated its most joyous appointed time of the year with the fall harvest festival (Sukkot), also known as
the Feast of Tabernacles (Leviticus 23:33-36, 40, 42—43; Numbers 29:12-40) or Feast of Booths. During this week-long
celebration, the Jewish people built small, makeshift shelters where they lived and ate their meals as a reminder of God’s provision
and care during their 40 years of wandering in the wilderness when they lived and worshiped in temporary tents.

The Lord’s appointed times were celebrations of God’s divine protection and provision. Each one recognized different aspects of
God’s work of salvation in the lives of His people. Ultimately, these holy days, feasts, and festivals found their fulfillment in the life,
ministry, death, and resurrection of Israel’'s Messiah, Jesus Christ. Together, these observances prophetically convey the message of
the cross, the good news of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ, and the glorious promise of His second coming. As we gain a
richer, fuller understanding of the Lord’s appointed times, we are rewarded with a more complete and unified picture of God’s plan of
salvation as presented throughout the whole of Scripture. GotQuestions.org

QUESTION - How did Jesus fulfill the meanings of the Jewish feasts?

ANSWER - The way in which Jesus fulfilled the Jewish feasts is a fascinating study. In the Hebrew Scriptures, the Jewish prophet
Amos records that God declared He would do nothing without first revealing it to His servants, the prophets (Amos 3:7). From the
Old Covenant to the New, Genesis to Revelation, God provides picture after picture of His entire plan for mankind and one of the
most startling prophetic pictures is outlined for us in the Jewish feasts of Leviticus 23.

The Hebrew word for “feasts” (moadim) literally means "appointed times." God has carefully planned and orchestrated the timing
and sequence of each of these seven feasts to reveal to us a special story. The seven annual feasts of Israel were spread over
seven months of the Jewish calendar, at set times appointed by God. They are still celebrated by observant Jews today. But for both
Jews and non-Jews who have placed their faith in Jesus, the Jewish Messiah, these special days demonstrate the work of
redemption through God’s Son.

The first four of the seven feasts occur during the springtime (Passover, Unleavened Bread, First Fruits, and Weeks), and they all
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have already been fulfilled by Christ in the New Testament. The final three holidays (Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and
Tabernacles) occur during the fall, all within a short fifteen-day period.

Many Bible scholars and commentators believe that these fall feasts have not yet been fulfilled by Jesus. However, the “blessed
hope” (Titus 2:13) for all believers in Jesus Christ is that they most assuredly will be fulfilled. As the four spring feasts were fulfilled
literally and right on the actual feast day in connection with Christ’s first coming, these three fall feasts, it is believed by many, will
likewise be fulfilled literally in connection to the Lord’s second coming.

In a nutshell, here is the prophetic significance of each of the seven Levitical feasts of Israel:

1) Passover (Leviticus 23:5) — Pointed to the Messiah as our Passover lamb (1 Corinthians 5:7) whose blood would be shed for our
sins. Jesus was crucified during the time that the Passover was observed (Mark 14:12). Christ is a “lamb without blemish or defect”
(1 Peter 1:19) because His life was completely free from sin (Hebrews 4:15). As the first Passover marked the Hebrews’ release
from Egyptian slavery, so the death of Christ marks our release from the slavery of sin (Romans 8:2).

2) Unleavened Bread (Leviticus 23:6) — Pointed to the Messiah’s sinless life (as leaven is a picture of sin in the Bible), making Him
the perfect sacrifice for our sins. Jesus’ body was in the grave during the first days of this feast, like a kernel of wheat planted and
waiting to burst forth as the bread of life.

3) First Fruits (Leviticus 23:10) — Pointed to the Messiah’s resurrection as the first fruits of the righteous. Jesus was resurrected on
this very day, which is one of the reasons that Paul refers to him in 1 Corinthians 15:20 as the "first fruits from the dead."

4) Weeks or Pentecost (Leviticus 23:16) — Occurred fifty days after the beginning of the Feast of Unleavened Bread and pointed to
the great harvest of souls and the gift of the Holy Spirit for both Jew and Gentile, who would be brought into the kingdom of God
during the Church Age (see Acts 2). The Church was actually established on this day when God poured out His Holy Spirit and
3,000 Jews responded to Peter’s great sermon and his first proclamation of the gospel.

5) Trumpets (Leviticus 23:24) — The first of the fall feasts. Many believe this day points to the Rapture of the Church when the
Messiah Jesus will appear in the heavens as He comes for His bride, the Church. The Rapture is always associated in Scripture with
the blowing of a loud trumpet (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 and 1 Corinthians 15:52).

6) Day of Atonement (Leviticus 23:27) — Many believe this prophetically points to the day of the Second Coming of Jesus when He
will return to earth. That will be the Day of Atonement for the Jewish remnant when they "look upon Him whom they have pierced,"
repent of their sins, and receive Him as their Messiah (Zechariah 12:10 and Romans 11:1-6, 25-36).

7) Tabernacles or Booths (Leviticus 23:34) — Many scholars believe that this feast day points to the Lord’s promise that He will once

again “tabernacle” with His people when He returns to reign over all the world (Micah 4:1-7).

Should Christians celebrate these Levitical feast days of Israel today? Whether or not a Christian celebrates the Jewish feast days
would be a matter of conscience for the individual Christian. Colossians 2:16-17 tells us, “Therefore do not let anyone judge you by
what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow of the
things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.” Christians are not bound to observe the Jewish feasts the way an
Old Testament Jew was, but we should not criticize another believer who does or does not observe these special days and feasts
(Romans 14:5).

While it is not required for Christians to celebrate the Jewish feast days, it is beneficial to study them. Certainly, it could be beneficial
to celebrate these days if it leads one to a greater understanding and appreciation for Christ's death and resurrection and the future
promise of His coming. As Christians, if we choose to celebrate these special days, we should put Christ in the center of the
celebration, as the One who came to fulfill the prophetic significance of each of them.GotQuestions.org

QUESTION - What are the different Jewish festivals in the Bible?

ANSWER - There are seven Jewish festivals or feasts outlined in the Bible. While they are mentioned throughout Scripture, we find
instructions for all seven laid out in Leviticus 23. Leviticus 23:2 refers to the seven Jewish festivals, literally “appointed times,” also
called “holy convocations.” These were days appointed and ordained by God to be kept to the honor of His name. These times of
celebration are important not only to Israel, but also to the overall message of the Bible, because each one foreshadows or
symbolizes an aspect of the life, death, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The book of Leviticus contains God’s instructions to His chosen nation, Israel, on how they were to worship Him. It contains detailed
instructions about the duties of the priests as well as instructions on observing and obeying God’s Law and the sacrificial system.
God designated seven specific feasts that Israel was to celebrate each year. Each one of these Jewish festivals is significant both in
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regards to the Lord’s provision for His people and in regards to the foreshadowing of the coming Messiah and His work in redeeming
people from every tribe, tongue, and nation. While Christians are no longer under any obligation to observe any of the Old
Testament feasts (Colossians 2:16), we should understand their significance and importance, nonetheless.

The feasts often began and ended with a “Sabbath rest,” and the Jews were commanded to not do any customary work on those
days. Both the normal weekly Sabbath and the special Sabbaths that were to be observed as part of the Jewish feasts point us to
the ultimate Sabbath rest, which is found only in Jesus Christ. It is a rest that Christians experience through faith in the finished work
of Christ upon the cross.

Beginning in the spring, the seven Jewish feasts are Passover, the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Firstfruits, the Feast of
Weeks, the Feast of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and the Feast of Tabernacles. The Jewish feasts are closely related to
Israel’s spring and fall harvests and agricultural seasons. They were to remind the Israelites each year of God’s ongoing protection
and provision. But, even more importantly, they foreshadowed the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. Not only did they play significant
roles in Christ’'s earthly ministry but they also symbolize the complete redemptive story of Christ, beginning with His death on the
cross as the Passover Lamb and ending with His second coming after which He will “tabernacle” or dwell with His people forever.

Here is a brief summary of the spiritual significance of each of the seven Jewish festivals or feasts. It is interesting to note that the
first three occur back to back, almost simultaneously. The Feast of Unleavened Bread starts the very day after Passover is
celebrated. Then, on the second day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Firstfruits begins.

Passover reminds us of redemption from sin. It was the time when Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, was offered as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins. It is on that basis alone that God can justify the ungodly sinner. Just as the blood of a lamb sprinkled on the
doorpost of Jewish homes caused the Spirit of the Lord to pass over those homes during the last plague on Egypt (Exodus 12), so
those covered by the blood of the Lamb will escape the spiritual death and judgment God will visit upon all who reject Him. Of all the
Jewish festivals, Passover is of the greatest importance because the Lord’s Supper was a Passover meal (Matthew 26:17-27). In
passing the elements and telling the disciples to eat of His body, Jesus was presenting Himself as the ultimate Passover Lamb.

The Feast of Unleavened Bread followed immediately after Passover and lasted one week, during which time the Israelites ate no
bread with yeast in remembrance of their haste in preparing for their exodus from Egypt. In the New Testament, yeast is often
associated with evil (1 Corinthians 5:6-8; Galatians 5:9), and, just as Israel was to remove yeast from their bread, so are Christians
to purge evil from their lives and live a new life in godliness and righteousness. Christ as our Passover Lamb cleanses us from sin
and evil, and by His power and that of the indwelling Holy Spirit, we are freed from sin to leave our old lives behind, just as the
Israelites did.

The Feast of Firstfruits took place at the beginning of the harvest and signified Israel’s gratitude to and dependence upon God.
According to Leviticus 23:9-14, an lIsraelite would bring a sheaf of the first grain of the harvest to the priest, who would wave it
before the Lord as an offering. Deuteronomy 26:1-11 states that, when the Israelites brought the first fruits of their harvest before
the priest, they were to acknowledge that God had delivered them from Egypt and had given them the Promised Land. This reminds
us of Christ’s resurrection as He was the “firstfuits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20). Just as Christ was the first
to rise from the dead and receive a glorified body, so shall all those who are born again follow Him, being resurrected to inherit an
“incorruptible body” (1 Corinthians 15:35-49).

The Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) occurred 50 days after the Firstfruits festival and celebrated the end of the grain harvest (the

Greek word Pentecost means “fiftieth”). The primary focus of the festival was gratitude to God for the harvest. This feast reminds us
of the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to send “another helper” (John 14:16) who would indwell believers and empower them for
ministry. The coming of the Holy Spirit 50 days after Jesus’ resurrection was the guarantee (Ephesians 1:13-14) that the promise of
salvation and future resurrection will come to pass. The indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit in every born-again believer is what
seals us in Christ and bears witness with our spirit that we are indeed “joint heirs with Christ” (Romans 8:16-17).

After the spring feasts conclude with the Feast of Weeks, there is a period of time before the fall feasts begin. This time is spiritually
symbolic of the church age in which we live today. Christ’s sacrifice and resurrection are past, we have received the promised Holy
Spirit, and now we await His second coming. Just as the spring feasts pointed toward the Messiah’s ministry at His first coming, the
fall feasts point toward what will happen at His second coming.

The Feast of Trumpets was commanded to be held on the first day of the seventh month and was to be a “day of trumpet blast”
(Numbers 29:1) to commemorate the end of the agricultural and festival year. The trumpet blasts were meant to signal to Israel that
they were entering a sacred season. The agricultural year was coming to a close; there was to be a reckoning with the sins of the
people on the Day of Atonement. The Feast of Trumpets signifies Christ's second coming. We see trumpets associated with the
second coming in verses like 1 Thessalonians 4:16, “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.” Of course, the sounding of the trumpet also
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indicates the pouring out of God’s wrath on the earth in the book of Revelation. Certainly, this feast points toward the coming Day of
the Lord.

The Day of Atonement occurs just ten days after the Feast of Trumpets. The Day of Atonement was the day the high priest went
into the Holy of Holies each year to make an offering for the sins of Israel. This feast is symbolic of the time when God will again
turn His attention back to the nation of Israel after “the full number of the Gentiles has come in, and . . . all Israel will be saved”
(Romans 11:25-26). The Jewish remnant who survive the Great Tribulation will recognize Jesus as their Messiah as God releases
them from their spiritual blindness and they come to faith in Christ.

The Feast of Tabernacles (Booths) is the seventh and final feast of the Lord and took place five days after the Day of Atonement.
For seven days, the Israelites presented offerings to the Lord, during which time they lived in huts made from palm branches. Living
in the booths recalled the sojourn of the Israelites prior to their taking the land of Canaan (Leviticus 23:43). This feast signifies the
future time when Christ rules and reigns on earth. For the rest of eternity, people from every tribe, tongue, and nation will
“tabernacle” or dwell with Christ in the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:9-27).

While the four spring feasts look back at what Christ accomplished at His first coming, the three fall feasts point us toward the glory
of His second coming. The first is the source of our hope in Christ—His finished work of atonement for sins—and the second is the
promise of what is to come—eternity with Christ. Understanding the significance of these God-appointed Jewish festivals helps us to
better see and understand the complete picture and plan of redemption found in Scripture.GotQuestions.org

James Smith - THE MEMORIAL FEASTS - SEVEN EXPERIENCES IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE Leviticus 23

These seven feasts were seasons, or joyful solemnities, appointed by the Lord. They were holy memorial gatherings or
convocations, through which as a means of grace God blessed His people. They have a deep and powerful prophetic voice. Each
feast seems to point out some definite experience on the part of His people, and to denote some fresh manifestation of the riches of
His grace and purpose toward them. They may also have a dispensational bearing, representing, as | think they do, the different
epochs in the history of His ancient people and of the Church of God. Take a glance at them in this connection—

1. PASSOVER. This suggests the day of Jesus Christ’s humiliation and death.

2. UNLEAVENED BREAD may indicate the present-day experience of God’s people as separated ones.

3. FIRSTFRUITS may point to the first resurrection at the coming of the Lord, as predicted in 1 Thessalonians
4:16.

4. FEAST OF WEEKS, or ingathering: the restoration of the Jews, when all Israel shall be saved.

5. TRUMPETS: the publishing by the Jews of the Gospel of the kingdom.

6. ATONEMENTS: the final adjustment of all things to God in righteousness.

7. TABERNACLES: “God in the midst of them,” as when they abode in tents in the wilderness—the millennial
reign. Peace on earth and good will among men.

These holy appointments by God are worthy of our closest study, as revealing the Divine programme with regard to “things to come.”
But we wish to view these feasts in what some might call a more practical light, as touching our individual experience. The—

1. Feast of Passover, or saved by the blood (Lev 23:5). It is the Lord’s Passover because He passed over them who were
sheltered by the sprinkled blood of the lamb in Egypt. Ye have not been redeemed with silver or gold, but with the precious Blood of
Christ as of a lamb without blemish (1 Peter 1:18, 19). As often as ye eat this bread and drink this cup ye do show the Lord’s death
till He come.

2. Feast of Unleavened Bread, or cleansed by the Word (Lev 23:6.) This feast was held just the day after the Passover, teaching
us that there is a very close relationship between redemption and cleansing. The leaven of sin and hypocrisy must be excluded from
the bread of those redeemed to God by the Blood of Christ. Desire the sincere milk of the Word that ye may grow; the reading of
trashy, unwholesome literature hinders the growth of many a child of God. Let not such a thing be seen in all thy quarters (Exod.
13:6, 7).

3. Feast of Firstfruits, or consecrated to God (Lev 23:10—12), The first sheaf of the harvest presented to Jehovah is an emphatic
type of Christ (1 Cor. 15:23), who was the corn of wheat that fell into the ground and died that He might bring forth much fruit (John
12:24). If the firstfruit be holy the lump is also holy (Rom. 11:16). The redeemed from among men are the firstfruits unto God (Rev
14:4) The sheaf and the lamb were offered together (v. 12) We a kind of firstfruits, are represented, “risen together” with Christ the
Lamb of God. The sheaf represented the firstfruits of a new life, offered to God in the power of a blameless Lamb Being made alive
unto God, the sheaf of our whole nature should be presented to Him as the firstfruits of a harvest of praise and honour yet to come
through our faithful life for God.


https://www.gotquestions.org/Day-Atonement-Yom-Kippur.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Romans/11/Romans-11-25.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Feast-of-Tabernacles.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Leviticus/23/Leviticus-23-43.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Revelation/21/Revelation-21-9.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Jewish-festivals.html

4. Feast of Weeks, or the filling of the Holy Spirit(Lev 23:15-22). It is called the “feast of weeks” because it was held seven
weeks after the Passover. It was also called Pentecost, because it was held on the fiftieth day. On this day the Holy Spirit was
poured out (Acts 2:1-4). It was the harvest or ingathering feast. This was beautifully fulfilled on the day of Pentecost, for we read
that “the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls “Just as Pentecost followed the offering of the firstfruits,
so the filling of the Holy Spirit follows the yielding up of ourselves unto God, then comes the harvesting or ingathering of precious
souls. This is God’s order, and there is no other successful way As a corn of wheat we must also fall and die to sin and self if we
would bring forth much fruit unto God It would also seem from what is here stated that we are not to expect that the world will be
converted or gathered in during this dispensation, for He says, “Thou shalt not make a clean riddance of the corners of thy field” (v.
22), although the time will come when every knee shall bow to Him.

5. Feast of Trumpets, or the publishing of the Gospel (Lev 23:23-25). When a man has been filled with the Holy Ghost he will
soon take to trumpeting the Gospel. The blowing of the trumpet was as holy a work as offering a sacrifice. It is “an holy
convocation.” A dead man cannot blow a trumpet, no matter how costly the instrument may be, it takes the breath of a living man to
make it effectual. The spiritually dead may preach the Gospel, but there is no joyful sound from Heaven to the souls of men. The
trumpet is there, but the living and life-giving breath of the Holy Spirit is absent. Alas, that so many should be content with the form
without the power. Those who know the joyful sound walk in the light of His countenance (Psa. 89:15).

6. Feast of Atonements, or the final salvation (Lev 23:26-32). In the Hebrew the word rendered “atonement” is in the plural. This
solemn season was a memorial, not only of atonement made for the people, but also for the vessels, &c., of the sanctuary. Coming
as it does between the feast of trumpets and the feast of tabernacles, we are led to believe that it has reference to our perfect
redemption at the resurrection of the body, the vessel of the Spirit. Even we ourselves, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan
within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. For we are saved by hope (Rom. 8:22-24). We have
not yet entered into this salvation, but we hope for it. The feast of atonements appointed by God makes it sure.

7. Feast of Tabernacles, or walking with God (Lev 23:33—43). This feast was “a solemn assembly,” commemorating the time
when they dwelt in booths in the wilderness, and when God dwelt in the midst of them in the cloudy pillar. Times when they literally
walked with God Has all this not a voice for us, reminding us that after the resurrection or the changing of the body (of those who
are alive when the Lord comes) will come our “for ever with the Lord? “They shall walk with Me in white. Shall not that saying, then,
come to pass which is written, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them?” (Rev. 21:3). Then the fruit
of that handful of corn in the earth shall shake like Lebanon (Psa. 72:16-19).

It is to us sublimely touching that it was on the last day of this feast that Jesus stood, and cried, “If any man thirst, let him come unto
Me and drink” This spake He of the Spirit which they that believe on Him should receive (John 7). To think that these seven feasts
practically ended with this loving, gracious, heart-rending cry of our soul-pitying Saviour gives awful emphasis to the two great truths
they contain.

1. THIRSTY ones should come to Him and drink.
2. BELIEVING ones should receive the Holy Spirit.

Christ is God’s great perfect feast for sinners and for saints.

Leviticus 23:3 'For six days work may be done, but on the seventh day there is a sabbath of complete rest, a holy
convocation. You shall not do any work; it is a sabbath to the LORD in all your dwellings.

= Lev 19:3 Ex 16:23,29 Ex 20:8-11 Ex 23:12 Ex 31:15 Ex 34:21 Ex 35:2,3 Dt 5:13 Isa 56:2,6 58:13 Lk 13:14 23:56 Ac 15:21
Rev 1:10
= Leviticus 23 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

THE SABBATH

See commentary on Exodus for related discussions of the Sabbath ("+" sign is link to commentary):

= Ex 16:23,29+ Ex 20:8-11+ Ex 23:12+ Ex 31:15+ Ex 34:21+ Ex 35:2,3+

For six days work may be done, but on the seventh day there is a sabbath of complete rest- Note that complete rest is in
essence reiterated by the command that they shall not do any work.

Bush - "Heb. Imaw naw shabbath shabbathon, a sabbath of sabbatism; a highly emphatic phrase denoting the greatest degree of



consecration to purposes of rest. Although the main scope of the chapter has relation to other sacred seasons, yet as the Sabbath
was ever to be esteemed the grand solemnity, which was never to be supplanted or eclipsed by any other, therefore it is introduced
here by way of preface to the others. See Note on Gen. 2:3." (Bush)

A holy convocation (Click for more discussion of Holy Convocation below) "That is, a time of holy convocation; from which it
appears that meetings for public worship are an essential part of the due observance of the day, and that they cannot be neglected
or omitted without going contrary to one main design of the institution." (Bush)

Holy Convocation - 14x/14v - Lev. 23:3; Lev. 23:7; Lev. 23:8; Lev. 23:21; Lev. 23:24; Lev. 23:27; Lev. 23:35;
Lev. 23:36; Num. 28:18; Num. 28:25; Num. 28:26; Num. 29:1; Num. 29:7; Num. 29:12

You shall not do any work - " On other holy days they were forbidden to do any servile work, v. 7, but on thesabbath, and the day
of atonement, (which is also called a sabbath,) they were todo no work at all, not even the dressing of meat." (Bush)

No laborious work - 9x/9v - Lev. 23:21; Lev. 23:35; Lev. 23:36; Num. 28:18; Num. 28:25; Num. 28:26; Num.
29:1; Num. 29:12; Num. 29:35

It is a sabbath to the LORD -Yes the Sabbath is to be for the glory of the LORD but is also His gift for our good! As Jesus declared
"“The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.." (Mk 2:27+)

THOUGHT - Dearly beloved, are you remembering His Sabbath? Are you keeping His Sabbath holy? Are you
experiencing His day of rest for your soul? You are under grace, not law, and the Sabbath is given as a gift and
not for guilt.

"Rest and relaxation are not optional to healthy living. Rest was never meant to be a luxury but a
necessity for growth, maturity, and health. You do not rest because your work is done; you rest because
God commanded it and created you to have a need for it. The Sabbath was made for you because God
knows that your physical, emotional, and spiritual well-being demands periodic breaks. The Sabbath is not
just a psychological convenience; it is a spiritual and biological necessity. “Remember the Sabbath” is
more than just a lifestyle suggestion; it is a commandment (ED: see our need to depend on the Holy Spirit
to obey). To forget it is dangerous—personally, morally, and spiritually. Your body will last longer and
function better if you take time to rest (ED: SPECIFICALLY TO REST IN THE LORD! Psalm 37:7+). And
in the long run you’ll accomplish far more by resting. Bottom Line The old adage is true: If you don’t
“come apart,” you will come apart.” (Stand Firm Day by Day)

IEEUSTRATIONI- Our great-grandparents called it the Holy Sabbath; our grandparents called it the Sabbath;
our parents called it Sunday; we call it the weekend. We have forgotten to observe the Sabbath, and we are
paying the price. Sleep scientists” are warning that people are not getting enough rest, and our health and
safety are suffering as a result. Wiliam Dement, founder and director of the Stanford University Sleep
Research Center, estimates that people sleep about one-and-a-half hours less per night than the average from
a century ago. The consequences? One report found that driver fatigue was involved in over half of all
American vehicle accidents. Larger accidents, such as the Exxon Valdez disaster, have also been linked to
sleep deprivation. In laboratory experiments, prolonged stress without rest apparently caused the immune
systems of the rats to fail. Also, recent theories propose that the REM stage of sleep is necessary to learning
and memory, meaning that less sleep affects our cognitive functions as well as our physical well-being. The
need for rest should come as no surprise to Christians, for we know that our Creator made us that way! That’s
why in the Law God made every seventh day a Sabbath, and every seventh year a Sabbath year.

in all your dwellings - " Heb. nomaiwn 751 bekol meshubothekem, in all your dwelling-places; by which is meant not so much in
their private habitations as in the various places of their residence over the country. Gr. ev T kaTOIKI Py, in all your inhabiting, i.
e. in every place that you may inhabit. The great feasts were to be kept in one place where the sanctuary was established; but the
sabbaths in this respect differed from them. They were to be observed all over the land wherever they dwelt, particularly in the
synagogues in every city, Acts 15, 21." (Bush)

Before all the annual feasts are described, God first reminds the people of the weekly Sabbath festival. One man who dishonored
the Sabbath by working was punished with death...

Nu 15:32 Now while the sons of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man gathering wood on the
Sabbath day (~ "work") 33 And those who found him gathering wood brought him to Moses and Aaron, and to
all the congregation; 34 and they put him in custody because it had not been declared what should be done to
him. 35 Then the LORD said to Moses, “The man shall surely be put to death; all the congregation shall stone
him with stones outside the camp.” 36 So all the congregation brought him outside the camp, and stoned him
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to death with stones, just as the LORD had commanded Moses.

Henry Morris - The weekly day of rest, commemorating God's completed work of creation (Exodus 20:8-11), was even more sacred
than the seven annual feasts. No "servile" work could be done in the latter (Leviticus 23:8,21,25,35,36), but no work at all could be
performed on the sabbath. Also, no work could be performed on the great day of atonement (Leviticus 23:28). (Leviticus - Defender's
Study Bible - type "Lev 23", etc in "all these words")

Shortly after deliverance of Israel from Egypt, but before the formal giving of the Law at Mt Sinai, God instructed the people
regarding the Sabbath principle. In the following passages we see that a central tenet was "Trust in the Lord to provide when He
says He will provide." Notice how quickly they disobeyed (reflecting their lack of faith or trust).

Ex 16:22+ Now it came about on the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, two omers for each one.
When all the leaders of the congregation came and told Moses, 23 then he said to them, "This is what the
LORD meant: Tomorrow is a sabbath observance, a holy sabbath to the LORD. Bake what you will bake and
boil what you will boil, and all that is left over put aside to be kept until morning." 24 So they put it aside until
morning, as Moses had ordered, and it did not become foul, nor was there any worm in it. 25 And Moses said,
"Eat it today, for today is a sabbath to the LORD; today you will not find it in the field. 26 "Six days you shall
gather it, but on the seventh day, the sabbath, there will be none." 27 And it came about on the seventh day
that some of the people went out to gather, but they found none. 28 Then the LORD said to Moses, "How long
do you refuse to keep My commandments and My instructions? 29 "See, the LORD has given you the
sabbath; therefore He gives you bread for two days on the sixth day. Remain every man in his place;
let no man go out of his place on the seventh day." 30 So the people rested on the seventh day.

Sabbath (07676)(sabbat) comes from the verb shabath (07673) meaning to desist (from exertion), cease (see
this use of the verb in Ge 8:22, Jer 31:36), rest (first used of God resting in Creation - Ge 2:2-3), repose, cease
from labor. So here the noun form sabbat means intermission, the Sabbath (day), the day of rest, the holy
seventh day; a week, the sacred 7th year, a sabbatical year.

It was not until the giving of the Law at Mt Sinai that the keeping of the Sabbath became a part of the law and
a sign of God's covenant relationship with His people (Ex 20:8-11 Ex 31:12-17).

Sabbath = A covenant sign indicative of Jehovah's authority. When Israel kept the Sabbath, they showed the
pagan nations (the Gentiles had no Sabbath statute - see Ps 147:19-20) that they were a distinctive people
and were subject to their God. Keeping Sabbath was in a sense a way of demonstrating Israel's trust in God,
trusting that He would honor their labors with fruit. We may plant the seeds and water them, but it is God who
gives the increase (1Co 3:6).

Shabbat - 88x in NAS - Ex 16:23, 25f, 29; 20:8, 10f; 31:13ff; 35:2f; Lev 16:31; 19:3, 30; 23:3, 11, 15f, 32,
38; 24:8; 25:2, 4, 6, 8; 26:2, 34f, 43; Num 15:32; 28:9f; Dt 5:12, 14f; 2Kgs 4:23; 11:5, 7, 9; 16:18; 1Chr
9:32; 23:31; 2Chr 2:4; 8:13; 23:4, 8; 31:3; 36:21; Neh 9:14; 10:31, 33; 13:15ff, 21f; Isa 1:13; 56:2, 4, 6;
58:13; 66:23; Jer 17:21f, 24, 27; Lam 2:6; Ezek 20:12f, 16, 20f, 24; 22:8, 26; 23:38; 44:24; 45:17; 46:1, 3f,
12; Hos 2:11; Amos 8:5. Translated in NAS: every sabbath(2), sabbath(73), sabbaths(32).

Sabbath = rest for man: Ex 31:15 ‘For six days work may be done, but on the seventh day there is a
sabbath of complete rest, holy to the LORD; whoever does any work on the sabbath day shall surely be
put to death.

Comment: On the Sabbath Israel was commanded to imitate the Creator, Who Himself rested from His
work of creation on the seventh day (Ge 2:1-3; Ex 20:11),

Wiersbe: Based on Genesis 2:1-3, the weekly Sabbath reminded the Jews that Jehovah God was the
Creator and they were but stewards of His generous gifts... Although believers today aren’t
commanded to “remember the Sabbath Day” (Ro 14:1-12-note; Col 2:16-17-note), the principle of
resting one day in seven is a good one. (Ed: Are you resting in Jesus beloved? cp Mt 11:28-30-note).

(Bible Exposition Commentary)

Sabbath = rest for animals: Ex 23:12 “Six days you are to do your work, but on the seventh day you
shall cease from labor in order that your ox and your donkey may rest, and the son of your female slave,
as well as your stranger, may refresh themselves.

Vine: The “sabbath” was the covenant sign of God’s lordship over the creation. By observing the
“sabbath,” Israel confessed that they were God’s redeemed people, subject to His lordship to obey the
whole of His law. They were His stewards to show mercy with kindness and liberality to all (Ex. 23:12;
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Lev. 25). By “resting,” man witnessed his trust in God to give fruit to his labor; he entered into God’s
“rest.” Thus “rest” and the “sabbath” were eschatological in perspective, looking to the accomplishment
of God'’s ultimate purpose through the redemption of His people, to whom the “sabbath” was a covenant
sign. The prophets rebuked Israel for their neglect of the sabbath (Isa. 1:13; Jer. 17:21-27; Ezek. 20:12-
24; Amos 8:5). They also proclaimed “sabbath” observance as a blessing in the messianic age and a
sign of its fullness (Isa. 56:2-4; 58:13; 66:23; Ezek. 44:24; 45:17; 46:1, 3-4, 12). The length of the
Babylonian Captivity was determined by the extent of Israel’'s abuse of the sabbatical year (2Chr 36:21;
cf. Lev. 26:34- 35).

Sabbath = rest for the land: Lev 25:4 but during the seventh year the land shall have asabbath rest, a
sabbath to the LORD; you shall not sow your field nor prune your vineyard.

Comment: This demonstrates God's concern for His creation! Sabbatical Year was the year when land
not tilled (Lev 25:4ff.). In a very real sense the land of Palestine needed a rest from the sin of the sons
of Israel. The length of the Babylonian captivity was determined by the extent of Israel's abuse of the
Sabbatical year (2Chr 36:21 [cf. Lev 26:33, 34, 35]). After they had learned their lesson of 70 years of
exile, God allowed them to return to the land of Israel.

Wiersbe: Other peoples might work on the seventh day and treat it like any other day, but the Israelites
rested on the seventh day and thereby gave witness that they belonged to the Lord (Neh. 13:15-22;

Isa. 58:13-14). (Bible Exposition Commentary)

Sabbath = A Sign: Ex 31:17 “It is a sign between Me and the sons of Israel forever; for in six days the
LORD made heaven and earth, but on the seventh day He ceased from labor, and was refreshed.”

Mark 2:27+ Jesus said to them, "The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath-

This statement is found only in Mark's version. What is Jesus saying? He is saying that God made the
Sabbath to give men a time to rest. By the addition of all their minute rules and regulations (see here), the
Jewish "sages" had in effect made the Sabbath the "master" over men. The Jews instead of enjoying the
Sabbath as a day of rest, now had to work even harder than ever to make sure they did not break any of
the many Sabbath regulations. They had to be cautious about what the did, where they went, how far they
went, and on and on. It must have been a heavy mental burden on all who tried to comply with the non-
Biblical regulations. In short Jesus is saying the Sabbath was made to be a blessing for man, but the
plethora of non-Biblical rules had turned the day into an onerous burden. It is interesting that in our
modern culture many often dread Monday, but given the burden of the Sabbath, one cannot help but
believe most of Jews would say "T.G.l.M" (Thank God it's Monday!)

Lenski has an excellent comment - The principle back of all that God ordered in his law regarding the
Sabbath was that it might be a blessing for man. This day afforded man physical rest and, still more
important, time to attend to his spiritual needs. But the Jews had inverted this. They treated man as if he
had been created for the purpose of keeping the Sabbath laws. The Sabbath had to be kept, no matter
how man fared, whereas God intended that man should be blessed—by the Sabbath, of course, but, if
necessary, even at the expense of the Sabbath. (ISMG)

Kistemaker adds that "The sabbath was instituted to be a blessing for man: to keep him healthy, to make
him happy, and to render him holy. Man was not created to be the sabbath’s slave." (BNTC)

The Jews themselves recognized the burden of the Sabbath writing “the rules about the Sabbath...are as
mountains hanging by a hair, for [teaching of] Scripture [thereon] is scanty and the rules many” (m. Hag.
1:8)."

Wenham makes an interesting comment regarding the recurrence of the idea of "'seven"...

Keil points out that the sabbatical principle informs all the Pentateuchal laws about the festivals. There are
seven festivals in the year: Passover, unleavened bread, weeks, solemn rest day, day of atonement, booths,
day after booths. During these festivals there were seven days of rest, first and seventh unleavened bread,
weeks, solemn rest day, day of atonement, first of booths, first day after booths. The majority of these festivals
occur in the seventh month of the year. Every seventh year is a sabbatical year (Ex. 21:2ff.; Lev. 25:2ff,;
Deut. 15:1ff.). After forty-nine (7 x 7) years there was a super-sabbatical year, the year of jubilee (Lev. 25:8ff.).
Through this elaborate system off casts and sabbatical years the importance of the Sabbath was underlined.
Through sheer familiarity the weekly Sabbath could come to be taken for granted. But these festivals and
sabbatical years constituted major interruptions to daily living and introduced an element of variety into the
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rhythm of life. In this way they constantly reminded the Israelite what God had done for him, and that in
observing the Sabbath he was imitating his Creator, who rested on the seventh day. (NICOT)

Victor Hamilton explains the theological significance of sabbat...

Bruce Scott...

In the first place Ex 20:8ff. connects observance of the Sabbath with the fact that God himself rested on the
seventh day after six days of work (Gen 2:2-3). Everything God made, as recorded in Genesis, he called
good. Only the Sabbath, however, he sanctified, indicating perhaps that the climax of creation was not the
creation of man, as is often stated, but the day of rest, the seventh day. The Sabbath is thus an invitation to
rejoice in God’s creation, and recognize God’s sovereignty over our time.

Secondly, we observe in Dt 5:15 that a different reason is given for observing the Sabbath. “You shall
remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and Yahweh your God brought you out with a mighty
hand. ...; therefore, Yahweh your God commanded you to keep the Sabbath day.” Exodus then connects the
Sabbath with creation described in Genesis and Deuteronomy connects the Sabbath with deliverance from
Egypt described in Exodus. Thus every Sabbath, Israel is to remember that God is an emancipator, a liberator.
The early Christians were on target, it seems, when they connected the day of rest with the remembrance of
Christ’s resurrection. He is the one who gives freedom. Actually there is no real conflict between Deuteronomy
and Exodus at this point. Whereas Deuteronomy has in view the people of the Covenant, the Exodus verses
place the emphasis on the God of the covenant (Al, p. 481).

Thirdly, the Sabbath is a social or humanitarian ordinance which affords dependent laborers a day of rest: Ex
20:10, Deut 5:14-15 and Ex 23:12, “That your ox and your ass may have rest, and the son of your bondmaid,
and the alien may be refreshed.” Here then this commandment takes a step in the direction of making all men
equal before God. As the Sabbath recalls the liberation from Egypt so it in turn must become an agent of
freedom by setting the dependents in society free. Is it possible to connect this with the fact that in 1Co 16:2 it
is recorded that on the first day of the week there is a collection of money for the poor in Jerusalem?

Fourthly, the Sabbath is a sign of the covenant and in this way the Sabbath reaches into the future. The
Sabbath now joins the signs of the rainbow and circumcision. The pertinent texts are Ex 31:13, 17 and Ezek
20:12, 20. This accounts for the reason that the penalty for profaning the Sabbath is death (Ex 31:14; Nu
15:32-36; Jer 17:19-27). As long as Israel observes the Sabbath she affirms her loyalty to Yahweh and
guarantees his saving presence. For the Christian believer these promises are fulfilled in a person, Christ.
Through him we enter into God’s own rest (Heb 4:1-11). (Online - Theological Wordbook of the Old

Testament).

In Jewish tradition, the Sabbath is believed to be a gift from God’s treasury. Exalted and elevated, it is the day
held to be the foundation and epitome of Jewish faith. It is revered and almost worshiped. The Sabbath is so
important that it is looked on as being the primary instrument by which the Jewish people have been sustained
and preserved throughout the ages. As one Jewish thinker said, “More than the Jews have kept the Sabbath,
the Sabbath has kept the Jews.”... The purpose of the Sabbath was threefold.

First, the Sabbath was to be a day of rest and refreshment for the Israelites, their servants, their livestock, and
any visitors staying with them (Dt. 5:13-14). For six days they were to labor, but on the seventh day they were
to have a complete rest or cessation from work. In so doing, observant Jews identified with their God, who
also worked for six days and rested on the seventh.

Second, the Sabbath was to be a sign between the Lord and Israel (Ex. 31:13). Similar to the sign of
circumcision, the Sabbath was to be kept throughout their generations as a sign of the covenant between God
and Israel. The penalty for not keeping the Sabbath was the same as that for failure to practice circumcision.
Non-observers were cut off from the covenant people. God gave the sign of the Sabbath so that Israel would
know that He, the Lord, sanctified them.

Third, the Sabbath was to be a day of remembering their physical redemption (Dt. 5:15). The people of Israel
were not to forget that they had been slaves in Egypt and that God had delivered them with great power and
might. Resting on the seventh day therefore involved more than just physical refreshment. God did not rest on
the seventh day because He was fatigued. Rather, the idea of resting spoke more of cessation. The Israelites
were to cease whatever work they were engaged in during the week. They were to detach themselves from
the material, temporal, and mundane and focus on the spiritual, eternal, and heavenly facets of life. They were
to refresh the inner man as well as the outer. They were to reflect on their relationship with God, putting aside
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their own desires and putting God’s desires first (Isa. 58:13—14). By keeping the Sabbath in this way, the
Israelites marked out a distinction or division between themselves and the godless world system around them.
This is what God intended for Israel when He instituted the Sabbath.

Rabbinical Judaism, however, has added more to the meaning and purpose of the Sabbath. It teaches that the
seventh day of rest was not a result of God’s ceasing from His work of creation. Rather, God’s work was
actually finished with the creation of the Sabbath on the seventh day. Jewish tradition also teaches that the
Sabbath is equal in itself to all the other commandments found in the Bible. Therefore, keeping the Sabbath is
like keeping all of the biblical commands at the same time. Furthermore, whenever observant Jews keep the
Sabbath, they believe they are endowed with an additional soul for the duration of the day of rest. At the
conclusion of the Sabbath, that extra soul leaves. This additional soul is given so that they may experience
and enjoy the spiritual delights of the Sabbath in all of their fullness. (The Feasts of Israel- Seasons of the

Messiah by Bruce Scott)

Question.org has a discussion addressing the question "Does obeying the Law bring salvation” - It is difficult for a person who
hasn’t been reared in legalism to understand Paul’'s meaning when he speaks of the law “arousing sinful passions” and causing sin
to “spring to life” (Romans 7:5-9). However, when someone has no other basis for forgiveness than keeping the law, they begin to
view the law itself as the source of salvation. This, in turn, introduces such an emphasis on rules that rebellion is the natural result. A
Jewish survivor of German concentration camps, Israel Shahak, described the extent to which Orthodox Judaism strives to avoid
violations of the law: “The following example illustrates even better the level of absurdity reached by this system. One of the
prototypes of work forbidden on the Sabbath is harvesting. This is stretched, by analogy, to a ban on breaking a branch off a tree.
Hence, riding a horse (or any other animal) is forbidden, as a hedge against the temptation to break a branch off a tree for flogging
the beast. It is useless to argue that you have a ready-made whip, or that you intend to ride where there are no trees. What is
forbidden remains forbidden for ever. It can, however, be stretched and made stricter: in modern times, riding a bicycle on the
Sabbath has been forbidden, because it is analogous to riding a horse.” (See continuation of Shahak's comments below)
Dependency upon the law for righteousness and security before God results in rules so complicated and impossible to fulfill that
they make life impossible. This results not only in hostility towards the law, but a desire to find ways to circumvent it.2 Fully aware of
the law’s function and effect, Paul realized it was not the law, but faith that brings salvation. (Romans 4:9-16). But what is the basis
of this saving faith? Assurance of salvation can’t be based on the law, as the law only magnifies consciousness of sin Any
attempt to achieve assurance on the basis of the law will produce greater guilt. (This is why children of legalistic Christians, Muslims,
or Jews often become self-righteous bigots who project their own sinfulness on everyone else or rebels who reject all morality and
tradition.) Faith in the law as a means of forgiveness for sin leads only to a cycle of desperate legalism leading either to self-
righteous arrogance or despairing rebellion. The Jewish Bible offers a basis for faith outside of the law. It points to a Messiah
who will bear the sins of His people (Genesis 22:1-8; Exodus 12:3-7; Psalm 22; Isaiah 53:1-12). The church was founded on the
confidence that Jesus was the Lamb of God ( John 1:29 ) 3, bearer of a gospel that offers forgiveness of sin (John 1:29; 1
Corinthians 15:13; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13; Hebrews 9:28; 1 Peter 1:18, 19; 1 John 2:2; Revelation 5:12). Unlike faith in
the Law alone, faith in Jesus as the Messiah confirms the authority of the Law while offering deliverance from its condemnation,
offering both Jews and Gentiles forgiveness and peace with God.

Shahak continues: “My final example illustrates how the same methods are used also in purely theoretical cases, having no
conceivable application in reality. During the existence of the Temple, the High Priest was only allowed to marry a virgin. Although
during virtually the whole of the Talmudic period there was no longer a Temple or a High Priest, the Talmud devotes one of its more
involved (and bizarre) discussions to the precise definition of the term ‘virgin’ fit to marry a High Priest. What about a woman whose
hymen had been broken by accident? Does it make any difference whether the accident occurred before or after the age of three?
By the impact of metal or of wood? Was she climbing a tree? And if so, was she climbing up or down? Did it happen naturally or
unnaturally? All this and much else besides is discussed in lengthy detail. And every scholar in classical Judaism had to master
hundreds of such problems. Great scholars were measured by their ability to develop these problems still further, for as shown by
the examples there is always scope for further developmentif only in one directionand such development did actually continue after
the final redaction of the Talmud.” (Israel Shahak, Jewish History, Jewish Religion (pp. 40-41)) Israel Shahak offers examples of
the kinds of subterfuges that orthodox Jews have used to “keep the law” in a way that allowed them a degree of normalcy
in daily life: “Milking on the Sabbath. This has been forbidden in post-talmudic times, through the process of increasing religious
severity mentioned above. The ban could easily be kept in the diaspora, since Jews who had cows of their own were usually rich
enough to have non-Jewish servants, who could be ordered (using one of the subterfuges described below) to do the milking. The
early Jewish colonists in Palestine employed Arabs for this and other purposes, but with the forcible imposition of the Zionist policy
of exclusive Jewish labour there was need for a dispensation. (This was particularly important before the introduction of mechanised
milking in the late 1950s.) Here too there was a difference between Zionist and non-Zionist rabbis. According to the former, the
forbidden milking becomes permitted provided the milk is not white but dyed blue. This blue Saturday milk is then used exclusively


http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/903671.The_Feasts_of_Israel

for making cheese, and the dye is washed off into the whey. Non-Zionist rabbis have devised a much subtler scheme (which |
personally witnessed operating in a religious kibbutz in 1952). They discovered an old provision which allows the udders of a cow to
be emptied on the Sabbath, purely for relieving the suffering caused to the animal by bloated udders, and on the strict condition that
the milk runs to waste on the ground. Now, this is what is actually done: on Saturday morning, a pious kibbutznik goes to the
cowshed and places pails under the cows. (There is no ban on such work in the whole of the talmudic literature.) He then goes to
the synagogue to pray. Then comes his colleague, whose ‘honest intention’ is to relieve the animals’ pain and let their milk run to the
floor. But if, by chance, a pail happens to be standing there, is he under any obligation to remove it? Of course not. He simply
‘ignores’ the pails, fulfills his mission of mercy and goes to the synagogue. Finally a third pious colleague goes into the cowshed and
discovers, to his great surprise, the pails full of milk. So he puts them in cold storage and follows his comrades to the synagogue.
Now all is well, and there is no need to waste money on blue dye. “Similar dispensations were issued by zionist rabbis in
respect of the ban (based on Leviticus 19:19) against sowing two different species of crop in the same field. Modern
agronomy has however shown that in some cases (especially in growing fodder) mixed sowing is the most profitable. The rabbis
invented a dispensation according to which one man sows the field lengthwise with one kind of seed, and later that day his comrade,
who ‘does not know’ about the former, sows another kind of seed crosswise. However, this method was felt to be too wasteful of
labour, and a better one was devised: one man makes a heap of one kind of seed in a public place and carefully covers it with a
sack or piece of board. The second kind of seed is then put on top of the cover. Later, another man comes and exclaims, in front of
witnesses, ‘| need this sack (or board)’ and removes it, so that the seeds mix ‘naturally.” Finally, a third man comes along and is told,

‘Take this and sow the field,” which he proceeds to do.” (Can Assurance of Salvation Be Found in Obeying the Old Testament Law- -
Questions.org)

Related Resources:

« What is the Sabbath day? from "Got Questions?"
=« How is Jesus our Sabbath Rest?

=« Does God require Sabbath-keeping of Christians?
« What day is the Sabbath, Saturday or Sunday?

= The Topic Concordance Sabbath

= American Church Dictionary Sabbath

= American Tract Society Sabbath

= Bridgeway Bible Dictionary Sabbath

=« Baker Evangelical Dictionary Sabbath

= Easton's Bible Dictionary Sabbath

= Fausset Bible Dictionary Sabbath

= Holman Bible Dictionary Sabbath

= Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible Sabbath Day's Journey Sabbath
= Hastings' Dictionary of the NT Sabbath Sabbath

H A Ironside - Leviticus 23:3

The sabbath of old and the Lord’s day now speak of rest; the one of rest after labor, the other of rest before service. People often
ask, “Who changed the sabbath?” Properly speaking, the sabbath has never been changed. The sabbath belongs to the old
covenant, and is Israel’s memorial day. But Scripture tells us that after the death and resurrection of Christ “the priesthood being
changed, of necessity there is also a change of the law” (Hebrews 7:12). Under the new dispensation we see the first day of the
week taking the place of the seventh day sabbath, and the church has recognized this change from the beginning of the Christian
era. We may safely say that the guidance of the Holy Spirit led believers to give special recognition to the memorial day of Christ’s
resurrection, “This is the day the Lord has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24). This is the day of verses 22 and
23, when the rejected stone was made “the chief cornerstone,” when God raised Christ from the dead.

The day of resurrection!
Earth tell it out abroad;
The Passover of gladness,
The Passover of God.
From death to life eternal,
From earth unto the sky,
Our Christ hath brought us over,
With hymns of victory.
—John of Damascus
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Leviticus 23:4 'These are the appointed times of the LORD, holy convocations which you shall proclaim at the times
appointed for them.

= Lev 23:2,37 Ex 23:14
= Leviticus 23 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passage:
Exodus 23:14+ “Three times a year you shall celebrate a feast to Me.

ISRAEL'S ANNUAL FEASTS
"SACRED TIME OUTS"

KJV - These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their seasons.

Appointed times of the LORD - "Here again the feasts are called the feasts of the Lord, because he appointed them. Jeroboam's
feast, which he devised of his own heart (1Ki 12:33), was an affront to God, and a reproach upon the people."

Appointed times (04150)see notes above on moed

Kevin Williams comments that...These appointed times of the Lord are important for many reasons. To begin with, they are part
of a national system of “time-outs.” Together, they provide weekly, monthly, and yearly occasions to rest from the routines and
common work of daily life. The Provider of Israel designed these “time-outs” and appointed times for rest, reflection, and worship.
They are sacred convocations that call the people of God together not only in the grandeur and majesty of the temple, but also in the
quiet shelter and simplicity of every home of the land. Together, these appointed times form a system of remembrance. The
appointed times of the Lord give every household, whether rich occasions are used to retell stories of Jewish life and origins,
these holidays provide a panorama of history that has strong implications for all the families of the earth. Seen individually and
together, these feasts paint a compelling picture of the past, present, and future work of a Messiah Who is the source of life
and hope and peace for all the nations of the world. (The Holidays of God - Radio Bible Class)

The Spring Feasts consisted of...
1) Passover (Pesach) (See Study of NT word for Passover (3957) pascha)
2) Unleavened Bread (Chag HaMatzot)
3) Firstfruits (HaBikkurim)
4) Pentecost (Shavuot)
The Fall Feasts consisted of...
5) Trumpets (Rosh Hashanah)
6) Atonement (Yom Kippur)
7) Tabernacles (Sukkot)

These seven (the number of "completion") annual holidays are honored by Orthodox, Conservative, Reformed Jewish communities
the world over. The second group of Fall Feasts are separated from the Spring Feasts by a four-month period. The first four feasts
foreshadow truths concerning this present Gospel age. The last three foreshadow blessings in store for Israel. The first four are
historic; the last three, prophetic.

See also Discovery House Booklets

= The Holidays Of God: The Fall Feasts
= The Holidays Of God: The Spring Feasts

Henry Morris describes the prophetic significance of the feasts...

Many commentators, ancient and modern, have noted that these seven annual "feasts [or religious festivals] of
Jehovah" not only had spiritual value to the Israelites who observed them, but also gave prophetic witness to
God's great redemptive work.

(1) Feast of the Passover (Leviticus 23:5) testifies of the shedding of the blood of the Lamb of God. "Christ
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our Passover... sacrificed for us" (1 Corinthians 5:7).

(2) Feast of the Unleavened Bread (Leviticus 23:6-8) speaks of the Lord's supper which would be instituted
by Him on the night of the Passover and would serve to remind His followers to walk in communion with Him.
"Therefore let us keep the feast,... with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth" (1 Corinthians 5:8).

(3) Feast of Firstfruits (Leviticus 23:9-14) foreshadows the coming resurrection and restoration. "Christ the
firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at His coming" (1 Corinthians 15:23).

(4) Feast of Pentecost (Leviticus 23:15-22) was fulfilled in the descent of the Holy Spirit on the first body of
Christian believers after Christ's ascension, testifying to the world "that God hath made that same Jesus,
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ" (Acts 2:36).

(5) Feast of Trumpets (Leviticus 23:23-25) is separated by a long period of time from the first four festivals
and promises that someday "the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven... with the trump of God," when "the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible" (1 Thessalonians 4:16; 1 Corinthians 15:52).

(6) Day of Atonement (Leviticus 23:26-32) testifies of the certain judgments to come--on Israel, on the
nations, on believers and on the lost--when complete separation between unforgiven sinners and perfected
saints will be established forever (note the two goats in Leviticus 16, the chapter giving the details of this
observance).

(7) Feast of Tabernacles (Leviticus 23:33-43) speaks of the coming eternal rest in the Holy City when "the
tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people" (Revelation 21:3).
(Defender's Study Bible Note on Leviticus 23:4)

Another resource - The links to the Jewish holidays below add some not in the classic "7" and are very interesting as they
emphasize the Jewish perspective more than other resources. Each of the holidays below include Scripture, modern Jewish
practices and Messianic implications.

= Jewish Holidays - main page

Holiday 2018 2019

Purim March 3 March 21
Pesach (Passover) March 31 April 20
Unleavened Bread April 1-7 April 21-27
First Fruits April 7 April 21
;r;) HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance April 12 May 2
Yom Ha-Atzma'ut (Independence Day) April 19 May 9
Yom Yerushalim (Jerusalem Day) May 13 June 2
Shavuot (Weeks) May 20-21 June 9-10
Tisha B'Av July 22 August 11
Rosh HaShanah (Feast of Trumpets) Sept 10-11 Sept 21-22
Yom Kipper (Day of Atonement) Sept 19 Sept 30
Sukkot (Tabernacles) Sept 24-30  October 5-11
Simchat Torah October 2 October 13
Hanukkah (Feast of Dedication) Dec 3-10 Dec 13-20

THE SEVEN GREAT
FEASTS OF ISRAEL

THESE FEASTS HAVE BEEN THESE FEASTS WILL BE
FULFILLED IN FULFILLED IN
MESSIAH'S FIRST COMING MESSIAH'S SECOND COMING
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SPRING FEASTS FALL FEASTS
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Source: Believer's Study Bible

LEVITICUS 23:4 - God provides rhythms for our lives: wakefulness and sleep each day, work and rest each week. One way he
shaped the Jews into a “holy nation” was by giving them an annual pattern of festivals. The early Christians celebrated the Feasts of
the Nativity (Christmas) and the Resurrection (Easter). Advent and Lent were later added as periods of preparation, and still later
came the Feasts (and seasons) of Epiphany and Pentecost.

My worship life is set within an annual cycle that reflects the story of Christ: birth, life, death, resurrection, ascension and
empowerment. My devotions, regular in time and place, become enriched by the dynamic rhythms of anticipation and celebration, of
repentance and grace, of longing and joy. Such patterns remind us that our lives are shaped by his life, our stories by his story.

REFLECT: How might the Christian calendar provide a rhythm to your spiritual life in the coming year? Bobby Gross

Cyril Hocking - THE FEASTS OF THE LORD
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ALL THE FEASTS of this chapter, except the day of atonement, were to be joyous: on that occasion “ye shall afflict your souls”, as
the removal of their sin was being emphasised, v. 27. All the feasts pointed forward. They are:

1. Passover, v. 5. It was a constant reminder of redemption; Israel had been brought out of bondage. Here, it is to Christ our
Passover, who was to be sacrificed for us, we are pointed. It is with the Lamb all commences. Following immediately was

2. Unleavened bread, vv. 6-8. All leaven was “put away” from the house for seven days. Deliverance from bondage is to issue in
holiness. Today, God’s people are to put away the leaven of evil from their lives, 1 Cor. 5:7-8. The demand is for a holy life in
keeping with the sacrifice of Christ.

3. Firstfruits, vv. 9-14. This could only be observed in the land. Bringing the first fruits spoke of gratitude, and a realization that all
belonged to God. It was the guarantee that later there would be the full reaping. The resurrection of Christ is before us, “the firstfruits
of them that are asleep”, 1 Cor. 15:20, 23 R.V.; cf. John 14:19. He will soon raise the remainder.

4. Weeks, vv. 15-22. This was held on the fiftieth day after firstfruits, in Greek known as Pentecost, see Acts 2:1 R.V. marg. Two
leavened wave-loaves were offered. It was at Pentecost that the Church was born, the Spirit was poured forth, and Jew and Gentile
were brought together in one body.

5. Trumpets, vv. 23-25. At the sound of trumpets the people came together, and offered special sacrifices. We listen for the trumpet
sound gathering the church when the Lord returns, “and so shall we ever be with the Lord”, 1 Thess. 4:17. When the Son of Man
later returns in glory Israel will be gathered, “with a great sound of a trumpet”, Matt. 24:31.

6. Atonement, vv. 26—-32. Here Israel mourned for her sins, as they are to do uniquely when “they look upon me whom they pierced”,
Zech. 12:10. But this leads to joy in the

7. Feast of Tabernacles, vv. 33-36, 39—43. Joy at last replaces all sorrow. The Lord reigns over the whole earth, Zech. 14:16. All
these feasts speak of Christ, and God’s programme through Him.

Leviticus 23:5 'In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight is the LORD'S Passover.

s Ex 12:2-14,18 Ex 13:3-10 Ex 23:15 Nu 9:2-7 Nu 28:16 Dt 16:1-8 Jos 5:10 2Chr 35:18,19 Mt 26:17 Mk 14:12 Lk 22:7 1Co 5:7,8
= Leviticus 23 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

THE LORD'S PASSOVER:
FEAST OF DELIVERANCE

(Pesach)
Leviticus 23:5ff

In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight is the LORD'S Passover- This is the first of the 7 major
feasts of Israel and one of 4 Spring feasts.

Bush comments that "Although moons, which began with the new moon, cannot, with perfect accuracy, be accommodated to our
months, the first month of the Hebrew year must always have fallen within the month of April. The Passover, it is well known, was
kept in remembrance of the exodus from Egypt. The etymology of the term, and the occasion and circumstances of the institution
have already been dwelt upon in our Notes on Ex. 12. We shall consequently be spared the necessity of any thing more than a
general sketch of the observance of this feast. On the eve of the 14th day of the month (Abib or Nisan) all leaven was removed from
their dwellings, so that nothing might be seen of it during the week; a circumstance respecting which the Jews are very scrupulous
even at this day. Previously to the commencement of the feast, on the tenth, the master of a family set apart a ram or a goat of a
year old, usually the former, which he slew on the fourteenth, ‘between the two evenings,’ before the altar; but in Egypt, where the
event occurred which the Passover celebrated, the blood was sprinkled on the post of the door. The ram or kid was roasted whole,
with two spits thrust through it, the one lengthwise, the other transversely, crossing the longitudinal one near the fore legs, so that the
animal was, in a manner, crucified. The oven in which it was roasted was the circular pit in the floor [ground], which is still commonly
used in the East. The restriction that it was to be roasted, not boiled or eaten raw, is thought to be levelled at some idolatrous forms
of sacrifice-feasting. Thus roasted, the Paschal Lamb was served up with a salad of wild and bitter herbs, and with the flesh of other
sacrifices (peace-offerings), which are mentioned in Deut. 16:2—-6. Not fewer than ten, nor more than twenty persons were admitted
to these sacred feasts, which were, at first, eaten in Egypt with loins girt about, with sandals on the feet, and with all the
preparations for an immediate journey. But this does not appear to have been the case at any subsequent period. The command,
however, not to break a bone of the offering, which was given in consequence of the people going in such haste (as they might
otherwise have been delayed), was ever after observed among the Jews. In later times the celebration became encumbered with a
number of involved ceremonies, very different from the simplicity and haste of the original institution. As these derive no authority
from the law, we shall only state such of them as serve to illustrate the account of that celebration of the Passover by Jesus Christ,
which to the Christian is not less interesting than the original institution was to the Jew. The master of the family, after the Paschal



supper was prepared, broke the bread, having first blessed it, and distributed it to all who were seated around him, so that each one
might receive a part; and each was at liberty to dip it, before eating, into a vessel of sauce. There were four cups of wine ordinarily
drank at this supper, two before and two after meat. With the second, the two first hymns of what was called the lesser Hallel, being
Psalms 113 and 114, were sung or chanted. The third cup, being the first after supper, was called the cup of blessing, because over
it they blessed God, or said grace after meat. This was followed by a fourth and last cup, over which they completed the hymn of
praise, formed by the remainder of the lesser Hallel, and thus the feast concluded. But it is said that a fifth cup of wine might be
drunk by those who wished to repeat the great Hallel, which is generally understood to be Psalm 136. The wine was red, mixed with
water. The Passover was immediately followed by the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which lasted seven days, so that the two together
seemed to make one feast of eight days, and were, in fact, popularly so considered, the names being often interchanged, so that the
Passover day was sometimes considered as the first day of the feast of unleavened bread, and, on the other hand, the whole was
often called the Passover Feast. The first and last days of these seven were to be kept as Sabbaths, save that only servile labor
was interdicted, which allowed food to be cooked. But no suspension of labor was required on the intermediate five days, which
were distinguished chiefly by the abstinence from leavened bread, and by the unusual number of offerings at the tabernacle or
temple, and of sacrifices for sin. The sixteenth of Abib, or the second day of Unleavened Bread, was distinguished by the offering of
a barley sheaf, as an introduction to the barley-harvest which was ripe about this time, accompanied by a particular sacrifice,
described in v. 9—-14.

When and why is Passover celebrated? The 14th of Nisan (meaning uncertain but some mentioned include "their flight," "month
of flowers" Assyrian - nisannu = "beginning"). Nisan is the first month of the sacred year and seventh of the civil year, answering
nearly to our March-April. It was originally called Abib (sprouting or budding), but began to be called Nisan after the Babylonian
captivity. Passover is a God's appointed celebration so that His people would remember how He delivered their ancestors from the
idols and slave-yards of Egypt. Today on the 14th of Nisan, observant Jewish fathers tell their children how the God of their fathers
delivered their ancestors from economic bondage and spiritual darkness. Before the beginning of the 10th plague, Moses instructed
every Israelite home to sacrifice a blemish free lamb, collect its blood (Life is in the blood) and with a hyssop brush paint the lamb’s
blood on the lintel and door posts of their houses (Ex 12:22). Only where there was blood on the doorway did the death angel “pass
over” and spare the life of the firstborn in that home (Ex 12:23). At a Passover Seder, which later became known by His followers as
“the table of Communion,” Jesus held up the elements of wine and matzah and applied them to Himself. During the meal He broke
unleavened bread with His disciples, and then held that broken matzah in His hands, saying, “This is My body which is given for
you; do this in remembrance of Me” (Lk. 22:19). Then after the meal He held up a cup of wine and with the same force of personal
application to Himself, said, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you” (Lk 22:20). The Passover celebration
served to anticipated Messiah’s ultimate deliverance of an body of people willing to trust in His sacrificial death for their redemption.

Related Resource:

= See commentary on Luke 22:15-22
= Related commentary in Exodus (indicated by the "+") Ex 12:2-14,18+ Ex 13:3-10+ Ex 23:15+

What is the prophetic significance of the Passover? One element of mystery is found in a Passover
tradition involving the “afikomen.” On every Passover table there is a cloth bag called a “matzah tosh.” The
bag is either square or round and lies flat on the table. Within the matzah tosh are three pieces of matzah
bread, each separated in its own pocket. In this way they are hidden from view, but the celebrants know they
are there. During the Seder, the middle matzah is removed from its place, broken in half, and one portion is
wrapped in a linen cloth. This wrapped piece of matzah is called the “afikomen.” Afikomen is not a Hebrew
word, but a Greek word that means “the coming one.” The afikomen is removed from the table and hidden.
Later in the meal, it becomes a children’s game to search for the hidden afikomen. The child who finds it
brings it back to the table where “Papa” must ransom it back. Once it is paid for, the afikomen is unwrapped
and shared by all as the last food eaten so its flavor will stay on the tongue and its memory stay in the mind
the rest of the evening. The rabbis cannot agree on the significance of this unusual observance, or its origins.
Some believe the three pieces of matzah in the matzah tosh represent three crowns of learning. Jews and
Gentiles who believe in Jesus have seen in the afikomen a striking picture of the trinity (tri-unity), so that in the
three folds of the matzah tosh there is a picture of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The middle matzah
represented by the Son is broken, wrapped in linen, hidden, and ransomed (the price paid), and then brought
back for the family to accept and enjoy seems too deliberate to easily dismiss. While the symbolism of this
ritual remains a mystery to those who have not accepted the Messiah, through messianic eyes the meaning
seems clear and powerful. When Jesus said of the unleavened bread, “Take, eat; this is My body,” He was not
instituting an empty ritual. He was identifying Himself personally with both the matzah and the Passover lamb,
bringing to mind the words of the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 53:4-7) Today when Christians share in the bread of
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Communion, they are carrying out the fulfilled picture of the Passover.

Another important element in a traditional Jewish Passover observance is wine. During a typical Passover
Seder, four cups are shared, each with its own significant picture in the ritual. The first cup is called the “cup of
sanctification,” which sets the feast apart from any commonplace meal. The second cup is the “cup of
plagues,” remembering the calamities visited upon the Egyptians. The third cup is called the “cup of
redemption,” recognizing and memorializing the Hebrews’ release from captivity. The fourth cup is called the
“cup of praise,” during which the family recites Psalms 113—118, traditionally considered the praise Psalms.
The third cup, the “cup of redemption,” the “Kiddush cup,” in the modern Seder comes after the eating of
the afikomen. Because of the ritualistic order of the meal and the rich significance of this observance, some
Christian theologians believe that this is the cup Jesus lifted, blessed, and declared, “Drink from it, all of you.
For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.”

Passover (06453)(pesach/pesah) is a masculine noun thought by some writers (Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew
and English Lexicon) to have its origin from pacach/pasah which apparently means to pass over; to spare (Ex
12:13, 23, 27 - "Jehovah will pass" = pasah). Pesach/pesah virtually always refers to the Passover, either the
feast or the Passover animal. Note that the Passover is combined with the Feast of Unleavened Bread by
Luke who writes "the Feast of Unleavened Bread...is called the Passover, was approaching.” (Lk 22:1+)
Rooker adds that "These two ceremonies were apparently combined at the beginning, for the Passover lamb
was to be eaten with unleavened bread (Ex 12:8)." (New American Commentary).

Related Resources:

=« Commentary on Mark 14:1ff

=« Commentary on John 2:13, 23

= Yeshua and the Feast of Unleavened Bread

=« Passover - International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (see intro for etymology)
= Feasts of Israel - Baker's Evangelical Dictionary - scroll down for "Passover”
= Passover - Wikipedia

= American Tract Society Passover

=« Bridgeway Bible Dictionary Passover

= Baker Evangelical Dictionary Passover

= Easton's Bible Dictionary Passover

= Fausset Bible Dictionary Passover

= Holman Bible Dictionary Passover

= Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread

= Hastings' Dictionary of the NT Passover Passover (l.) Passover (li. in Relation to Lord's Supper)

Van Gemeren rightly states that "The etymology of the root no9 (pesah) is much disputed, and some very tenuous links have
been established with the Akk. pasau, to appease, and the Arab. fasaa, be/become wide (New International Dictionary of Old
Testament Theology & Exegesis 3:642).

Rooker - The verbal root of the noun translated “Passover” occurs only four times in the Old Testament (Ex 12:13, 23, 27; Isa 31:5).
The root has been variously explained: “to have compassion,” “to protect,” “to skip over.” In Isa 31:5 the verb is parallel to the verb “to
rescue,” which would harmonize well with the first or second options and would indicate that what was critical during the tenth plague
was not the death angel’s “passing over” Israelites’ homes as much as the fact that God was displaying his compassion in protecting

his people. (New American Commentary).

Gesenius' Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon to the Old Testament gives the basic meaning of pesach/pesah as "a sparing, immunity
from penalty and calamity, hence—(1) a sacrifice offered on account of the sparing of the people, the paschal lamb, of which it is
said, Ex. 12:27 (“this is a sacrifice of sparing [prop. of passing over] unto Jehovah, who passed over the houses of the children of
Israel in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians,”).

Swanson has this analysis of this Hebrew word pesach/pesah

1. Passover sacrifice, i.e., the ceremonial offering of small mammals (sheep or goats) one year old, of
very high quality (Ex 12:21+);

2. Passover Feast, i.e., a festival celebrating deliverance from Egypt (Ex 34:25);

3. Passover meal, i.e., a meal eaten as a part of the festival of Passover, eaten as a remembrance of
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hasty deliverance (Ex 12:11) (Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains: Hebrew Old
Testament)

Pesach - 46v in the NAS -Ex 12:11, 21, 27, 43, 48; 34:25 - commentary; Lev 23:5; Num 9:2, 4ff, 10, 12ff;
28:16; 33:3; Deut 16:1f, 5f; Josh 5:10f; 2 Kgs 23:21, 22, 23; 2 Chr 30:1f, 5, 15, 17f; 35:1, 6ff, 11, 13, 16ff; Ezra
6:19f; Ezek 45:21

Passover (Ex 12:1-14; Lev 23:5; Nu 9:1-14; 28:16; Dt 16:1-7) On the 14th day of the 1st month (Nisan), this festival commemorated
God’s deliverance of Israel from bondage in Egypt. Passover speaks of the substitutionary death of the Lamb of God. Christ died on
the day of Passover. Paul gives the clear prophetic fulfillment of the OT shadow (Col 2:16-17, Heb 10:1) in a strong command to the
church at Corinth...

Clean out (aorist imperative = command - Do this now! Don't delay!) the old leaven (Remember the context
is sin in the church in the form of incest! Read 1Cor 5:1-6), that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact
unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore celebrate the feast, not with
old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
(1Cor 5-8)

Criswell: As the firstborn of the Israelites were saved from the stroke of the angel of death at the first
Passover by the blood of a lamb (cf. Ex 12:21-23), so salvation is now offered through the blood of Christ,
Who died at Passover as the Passover Lamb (cf. 1Pe 1:18, 19).

Wiersbe - The innocent lamb died for the firstborn; because the blood of the lamb was applied to the door by faith, the firstborn sons
were safe. This was “the Lord’s Passover” and the only means of deliverance that He provided that awesome night when the death
angel visited Egypt. To reject the blood of the lamb was to accept judgment and death. The lamb typified Jesus Christ, who shed His
blood on the cross for a world of lost sinners (John 1:29; 1 Peter 1:19-20). “For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us” (1
Cor. 5:7). Since the Passover lamb had to be perfect, it was chosen on the tenth day of the month and watched carefully until it was
slain on the fourteenth day of the month. Jesus Christ “knew no sin” (2 Cor. 5:21), “did no sin” (1 Peter 2:22), and “in Him is no sin”
(1 John 3:5). (Be Holy - Bible Exposition Commentary)

Freeman - The first of the three great feasts, is usually called the Passover, in commemoration of the passing over of the houses of
the lIsraelites by the destroying angel, at the time when the first-born of the Egyptians were slain. The ancient Jewish canons
distinguish between what they term - the Egyptian Passover and the Permanent Passover; the former signifying the feast in its
original form, and the latter representing it as modified in the subsequent years of the history of the people. The essential parts of
the feast, were however, the same. It took place during the month Abib, or, as it was subsequently called, Nisan, corresponding very
nearly with April of our calendar. See note on Dt 16:1. (NOTE: Abib means a green ear. This denotes the condition of the barley in
Palestine and Egypt during this month. It was the first month of the Jewish ecclesiastical year, and was in later times called Nisan.
See Neh.2:1; Esther 3:7. It corresponded nearly to our month of April.) While it lasted great care was taken to abstain from leaven. A
he-lamb or kid of the first year was selected by the head of the family and was slain, its blood being sprinkled originally on the door-
posts, and subsequently on the bottom of the altar. The animal was then roasted whole with fire, and eaten with unleavened bread
and a salad of bitter herbs. It could not be boiled, nor must a bone of it be broken. When they first ate it in Egypt the Israelites had
their loins girt and their shoes on, all ready for a journey, and they partook of it standing, as if in haste to be away. In after years this
position was changed to sitting or reclining. Not fewer than ten, nor more than twenty, persons were admitted to one of these feasts.
Stanley (in his History of the Jewish Church, vol. i, p. 559, Am. ed.) gives a deeply interesting account, from his personal
observation, of the modern observance of the Passover by the Samaritan*--. For the mode of observing the Passover in our Lord s
time, see notes on Mt 26:19-20. It. is supposed by some writers that, aside from the general design of the Passover, as already
stated, there was in some of its ceremonies an intentional Divine rebuke of the idolatry of heathen nations, and especially of that of
the Egyptians. One of their deities was represented by a human body with a ram s head. To have a lamb slain, and its blood
sprinkled on the door posts, was an act of contempt against this deity. Some heathen people ate raw flesh in connection with their
festivities. The Passover lamb was to be cooked. This cooking was by roasting, for the Egyptians and Syrians some times boiled the
flesh of their sacrificial victims in water, and sometimes in milk. It was to be roasted with fire, for the Egyptians, Chaldeans, and
ancient Persians are said to have roasted their sacrifices in the sun. It was to be roasted whole, even to the intestines, for the
heathen were in the habit of looking into these for omens, and sometimes even ate them raw. (Manners and Customs 1875)

QUESTION - What is Passover?

ANSWER - Passover (Pesach in Hebrew) is a Jewish festival celebrating the exodus from Egypt and the Israelites’ freedom from
slavery to the Egyptians. The Feast of Passover, along with the Feast of Unleavened Bread, was the first of the festivals to be
commanded by God for Israel to observe (see Exodus 12:1-51). Commemorations today involve a special meal called the Seder,
featuring unleavened bread and other food items symbolic of various aspects of the exodus.
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Passover is one of the most widely celebrated Jewish holidays. Along with Shavuot (the Feast of Weeks or Pentecost)
and Sukkot (the Feast of Tabernacles), Passover is one of the three “pilgrimage” festivals in Scripture, during which the Jews were
commanded to travel to Jerusalem and observe the feasts together. Passover takes place in the spring, during the Hebrew month of
Nisan. In Western countries, Passover is celebrated in early- to mid-April and is always close to Easter.

The book of Exodus tells of the origin of Passover. God promised to redeem His people from the bondage of Pharaoh (Exodus 6:6).
God sent Moses to the Egyptian king with the command that Pharaoh “let my people go” (Exodus 8:1). When Pharaoh refused, God
brought ten plagues on the land of Egypt. The tenth and worst of the plagues was the death of all the firstborn in Egypt.

The night of the first Passover was the night of the tenth plague. On that fateful night, God told the Israelites to sacrifice a spotless
lamb and mark their doorposts and lintels with its blood (Exodus 12:21-22). Then, when the Lord passed through the nation, He
would “pass over” the households that showed the blood (Ex 12:23). In a very real way, the blood of the lamb saved the Israelites
from death, as it kept the destroyer from entering their homes. The Israelites were saved from the plague, and their firstborn children
stayed alive. From then on, every firstborn son of the Israelites belonged to the Lord and had to be redeemed with a sacrifice
(Exodus 13:1-2, 12; cf. Luke 2:22-24).

The children of Israel in Egypt followed God’s command and kept the first Passover. However, none of the Egyptians did so. All
through Egypt, behind the unmarked, bloodless doorways of the Egyptians, the firstborn children died at midnight (Exodus 12:21—
29). “There was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead” (verse 30). This dire judgment finally
changed the Egyptian king’s heart, and he released the Israelite slaves (Ex 12:31-32).

Along with the instruction to apply the Passover lamb’s blood to their doorposts and lintels, God instituted a commemorative meal:
fire-roasted lamb, bitter herbs, and unleavened bread (Exodus 12:8). The Lord told the Israelites to “observe this rite as a statute for
you and for your sons forever” (Exodus 12:24ESV), even when in a foreign land.

To this day, Jews all over the world celebrate the Passover in obedience to this command. Passover and the story of the exodus
have great significance for Christians also, as Jesus Christ fulfilled the Law, including the symbolism of the Passover (Matthew
5:17). Jesus is our Passover (1 Corinthians 5:7; Revelation 5:12). He was killed at Passover time, and the Last Supper was a
Passover meal (Luke 22:7-8). By (spiritually) applying His blood to our lives by faith, we trust Christ to save us from death. The
Israelites who, in faith, applied the blood of the Paschal lamb to their homes become a model for us. It was not the Israelites’
ancestry or good standing or amiable nature that saved them; it was only the blood of the lamb that made them exempt from death
(see John 1:29 and Revelation 5:9—10).GotQuestions.org

QUESTION - What is the Passover Lamb? How is Jesus our Passover Lamb?

ANSWER - The Passover lamb was the animal God directed the Israelites to use as a sacrifice in Egypt on the night God struck
down the firstborn sons of every household (Exodus 12:29). This was the final plague God issued against Pharaoh, and it led to
Pharaoh releasing the Israelites from slavery (Exodus 11:1). After that fateful night, God instructed the Israelites to observe the
Passover Feast as a lasting memorial (Exodus 12:14).

God instructed every household of the Israelite people to select a year-old male lamb without defect (Exodus 12:5; cf. Leviticus
22:20-21). The head of the household was to slaughter the lamb at twilight, taking care that none of its bones were broken, and
apply some of its blood to the tops and sides of the doorframe of the house. The lamb was to be roasted and eaten (Exodus 12:7-8).
God also gave specific instructions as to how the Israelites were to eat the lamb, “with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals
on your feet and your staff in your hand” (Exodus 12:11). In other words, they had to be ready to travel.

God said that when He saw the lamb’s blood on the doorframe of a house, He would “pass over” that home and not permit “the
destroyer” (Exodus 12:23) to enter. Any home without the blood of the lamb would have their firstborn son struck down that night
(Exodus 12:12-13).

The New Testament establishes a relationship between this prototypical Passover lamb and the consummate Passover Lamb,
Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 5:7). The prophet John the Baptist recognized Jesus as “the Lamb of God” (John 1:29), and the apostle
Peter links the lamb without defect (Exodus 12:5) with Christ, whom he calls a “lamb without blemish or defect” (1 Peter 1:19). Jesus
is qualified to be called One “without blemish” because His life was completely free from sin (Hebrews 4:15). In Revelation, John the
apostle sees Jesus as “a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain” (Revelation 5:6). Jesus was crucified during the time that the
Passover was observed (Mark 14:12). (ED: NOTE LUKE CONNECTS PASSOVER AND UNLEAVENED BREAD IN Lk 22:1+).

The Bible says believers have symbolically applied the sacrificial blood of Christ to their hearts and thus have escaped eternal death
(Hebrews 9:12, 14). Just as the Passover lamb’s applied blood caused the “destroyer” to pass over each household, Christ’s
applied blood causes God'’s judgment to pass over sinners and gives life to believers (Romans 6:23).


https://www.gotquestions.org/Feast-of-Weeks.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Feast-of-Tabernacles.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Book-of-Exodus.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/what-is-Passover.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Passover-Lamb.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/ten-plagues-Egypt.html

As the first Passover marked the Hebrews’ release from Egyptian slavery, so the death of Christ marks our release from the slavery
of sin (Romans 8:2). As the first Passover was to be held in remembrance as an annual feast, so Christians are to memorialize the
Lord’s death in communion until He returns (1 Corinthians 11:26).

The Old Testament Passover lamb, although a reality in that time, was a mere foreshadowing of the better and final Passover Lamb,
Jesus Christ. Through His sinless life and sacrificial death, Jesus became the only One capable of giving people a way to escape
death and a sure hope of eternal life (1 Peter 1:20-21).GotQuestions.org

QUESTION - What is the Haggadah / Aggadah?

The Haggadah is a book containing the liturgy that Jews read duringthe Seder on the first night of Passover. The
word Haggadah means “telling,” which comes from this biblical command: “On that day tell your son, ‘I do this because of what the
LORD did for me when | came out of Egypt” (Exodus 13:8).

The festival of Passover, also known as Pesach, begins at sunset on the 14th of Nisan (usually in March or April) and marks the
beginning of a seven-day celebration that includes the Feast of Unleavened Bread. The Haggadah is the printed order of service,
readings, and songs used by those attending the Seder. There are minor differences in the Haggadah when the Passover Seder is
observed by Sephardic (Spanish-Portuguese), Ashkenazi (Eastern European) and Misrahi (North African/Middle Eastern) Jews.

Haggadah is sometimes confused with Aggadah, which is the name of a collection of texts fromthe Talmud or other rabbinical
literature. The texts of the Aggadah include folklore, parables, historical anecdotes, moral exhortations, and practical advice that
illustrate the meaning or purpose of laws, customs, or biblical passages. Some use the
terms Haggadah and Aggadah interchangeably.

Unlike most Christian holy days, which are observed in churches, Passover, since the destruction of the temple, has been
celebrated in individual homes with family and friends. It is customary to invite guests, especially newcomers to the community, to
share the Seder meal. In most Jewish homes, the Seder meal is an elaborate feast, with games for the children and plenty of time to
tell the story of the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt. A Seder meal can last three to four hours.

The order of the Seder, as presented in the Haggadah begins with the Kiddush (or Kadesh or Kadeish), the benediction that
proclaims the holiness of the holiday. This is done over a cup of wine, the first of the four cups drunk while reclining at the Seder
table. When drinking the four cups and eating the matzah (“unleavened bread”), Jews recline at the table to accentuate the fact that
they are free people. In ancient times only free people had the luxury of reclining while eating. The Kiddush is traditionally led by the
father of the house, but all Seder participants participate by reciting the Kiddush and drinking at least a majority of a cup of wine.

The benediction is followed by the Ur'chatz, the washing of hands to symbolize purification. The Seder leader calls out, “Ur'chatz,’
and each one presents his or her hands for ritual cleansing. Hands are washed in the usual, ritually prescribed manner before any
meal, but without the customary blessing.

Following the Haggadah, the next step in the Seder is the dipping of the Karpas, the appetizer. A small piece of onion or boiled
potato is dipped into saltwater and eaten, after the leader recites the blessing over the vegetables. The salt water is said to represent
the tears of the Jews in bondage in Egypt.

Succeeding the Karpas is the breaking of the Yachatz. Three matzahs are stacked on the Seder table, and the middle of the three is
broken in half. The larger piece is hidden, to be used later as the afikoman, the “dessert” after the meal. The smaller piece is
returned to its place between the other two matzahs. This broken middle matzah symbolizes humility and will be eaten later as the
“bread of poverty.”

Now, according to the Haggadah, is the time for the Magid. This begins with the Ha Lachma Anya, an invitation of the poor to join the
Seder. Then the story of Passover and the deliverance from slavery to freedom is told. The matzahs are uncovered and referred to
as the “bread of affliction.” At this point, the four questions (Mah Nishtanah) are asked. It is customary for the